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By Jason Vance
An April snapshot of the U.S. cat-

tle industry shows steady, expected 
trends, while a broader global outlook 
points to tightening beef supplies and 
modest growth in competing proteins, 
according to Livestock Marketing 
Information Center Director Tyler 
Cousins.

Cousins said the latest Cattle on 
Feed report delivered few surprises 
but reinforced ongoing supply pat-
terns across the industry.

As of April 1, cattle on feed totaled 
just under 11.6 million head, down 
about 0.5% from a year ago and large-
ly in line with pre-report expectations. 
Placements came in at just over 1.7 
million head, a decline of more than 
7% year-over-year, while marketings 
were slightly above 1.6 million head, 
down about 5.5%.

“By and large, the report was in line 
with what analysts were expecting,” 
Cousins said. “There really weren’t 
any major surprises.”

He noted that reduced cattle place-

ments continue to reflect limited feed-
er cattle supplies, a trend partly tied 
to restricted cattle movement from 
Mexico as border closures persist.

The quarterly breakdown of the 
report also offered insight into herd 
dynamics. Heifers on feed totaled just 
over 4.3 million head, representing 
37.3% of total cattle on feed—nearly 
unchanged from a year ago.

That figure is closely watched for 
signs of herd rebuilding, but Cousins 
said the latest data does not yet indi-
cate significant retention.

“We’re not seeing a clear signal of 
heifer retention for herd rebuilding,” 
he said, adding that drought con-
ditions in parts of the western U.S. 
could still influence those decisions in 
the months ahead.

Beyond feedlots, cow slaughter 
trends are also shaping the supply 
outlook. Total cow slaughter through 
March reached nearly 1.2 million 
head, down about 5% from last year. 
Beef cow slaughter has dropped 
sharply—down 17%—while dairy cow 

slaughter has increased about 7%.
The net effect is a decline in overall 

cow slaughter, which, combined with 
strong consumer demand for ground 
beef, is expected to support prices.

“Demand for ground beef remains 
strong, especially as we head into 
grilling season,” Cousins said. “That 
should help support slaughter cow 
values through 2026.”

Global Outlook: Less Beef, More 
Pork and Chicken

On the global stage, Cousins point-
ed to the latest report from USDA 
Foreign Agricultural Service, which 
projects shifting meat supplies in 
2026.

Global beef production is forecast to 
decline by just over 1% to 61.6 million 
metric tons. Lower output in major 
producers such as Brazil, the Unit-
ed States, China and the European 
Union is expected to outweigh gains 
in countries like India, Mexico and 
New Zealand.

Despite a projected 2% decline, Bra-
zil is expected to remain the world’s 

largest beef producer following a re-
cord year in 2025.

Global beef exports are also fore-
cast to dip slightly, with reduced ship-
ments from key exporters offsetting 
increases elsewhere. Meanwhile, Chi-
na is expected to remain the world’s 
largest beef importer, even as its im-
ports decline significantly due to tar-
iff-rate quotas.

In contrast, global pork production 
is expected to increase slightly in 
2026, reaching just over 120 million 
metric tons. Growth in the United 
States, Brazil, China and Canada is 
anticipated to offset declines in the 
European Union.

Pork exports are also projected to 
edge higher, supported by stronger 
shipments from the Americas.

Chicken production is forecast to 
see the most notable growth, rising 
about 2.5% globally. Exports are ex-
pected to climb 3.5%, led by Brazil and 
China, as poultry continues to offer a 

Cattle Report Steady, Global Meat 
Outlook Signals Shifting Supplies

CATTLE See Page 3
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MDA Communica-
tions Director Margaret
Hart, said that, “the
number of farms going
out of business over the
past five years has been
higher than normal due
to low prices.” 

She also identified
other contributing fac-
tors, such as stiffer com-
petition and the
emergence of ever more
centralized and efficient
production systems. 

The dairy crisis isn’t
just limited to Min-
nesota, however. 

A look at numbers
provided by the US De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA) illuminates
what’s happening. 

Its report shows
nearly 20,000 licensed
dairy farms have shut
down operations na-
tionally over the last
decade – a decline of
around 30 percent. 

Moreover, milk prices
have declined by about
23 percent over the past
five years. 

This was the situa-
tion before COVID-19
struck. Now, with sup-
ply and distribution
chains disrupted, mar-
kets shut off and access
to labor limited, Min-
nesota dairy is facing an
even grimmer picture. 

For example, the clo-
sure of schools across
the state represented a
loss of about 8 percent
of dairy profits. 

Dairy took an even
bigger hit when restau-
rants were shut down,
turning thousands of
gallons of milk into use-
less surplus almost
overnight. Milk, in par-
ticular, has been among
the strongest hit with
demand shrinking by up

to 10 percent. 
In some places,

farmers have been
forced to resort to
dumping useless milk as
a way to reduce their
supply. More com-
monly, however, dairy
farmers are opting for
an early cow dry-off. 

According to dairy ed-
ucator Jim Salfer with the
University of Minnesota
Extension Service, “it is
important to develop a
strategy for dry off and
treatment of cows with
long dry days to minimize
the risk of transition
problems when these
cows calve again.” 

He says the primary
goal should be to main-
tain cow health and to
ensure cows have the
capacity to resume nor-
mal milk production in
subsequent lactation.

Salfer outlines sev-
eral steps dairy farmers
might take to dry off
early including priori-

tizing low-producing
cows as a way of reduc-
ing the risk of dry pe-
riod mastitis, watching
nutrition intake to pre-
vent weight gain and a
higher risk of metabolic
disorders at calving,
providing adequate
housing and control
temperature to improv-
ing future production. 

Alongside brighter
numbers being reported
in the fight against
COVID-19, the dairy
industry is also starting
to see brighter pros-
pects in their future. 

“We were starting to
see some good prices in
the industry, finally,”
said Lucas Sjostrom,
executive director of the
Minnesota Milk Pro-
ducers Association.

Sjostrom explained
that many dairy farmers
have taken to innovative
alternative ways of
doing business. 

For example, dairies

have taken to delivering
milk and cheese directly
to customers as a way of
circumventing shut-
down distribution net-
works. 

“We continue to ad-
just and adapt with our
market. Who knows?
The delivery service is
something that we may
incorporate into our
plan,” Sjostrom said. 

Dairy farmers are find-
ing other ways of adapting
to the new normal. 

For instance, the
Central Plains Dairy
Expo (normally sched-
uled for March 24 to
26), was cancelled due
to COVID-19. 

The I-29 dairy-beef
short course – named
for the I-29 interstate
that connects collabo-
rators in Minnesota,
Iowa, North Dakota,
South Dakota and Ne-
braska – has tradition-
ally led the expo on the
Tuesday of expo week. 

“We decided to re-
open registration and
re-promote the pro-
gram nationally,” said
Salfer. “After canceling
the in-person program
we only had four partic-
ipants request a refund.
We ended up having al-
most 50 more join us
online. We have partic-
ipants from 24 states.”

“We appreciate
working with partners
like I-29 Moo Univer-
sity and University of
Minnesota Extension,”
said Jenna Davis, direc-
tor of education for the

Minnesota Milk Pro-
ducers Association. “By
working together, we
are able to provide these
timely opportunities to
more farmers and in-
dustry members.”

Graph showing decline in Minnesota dairy farms in 2019.

Did you know?
• The average dairy cow produces 6.5 gallon of milk per day.
• U.S. dairy farms are producing three times more milk today, as compared to

1960, with about half the number of dairy cows.
• Vanilla is the most popular ice cream flavor in the U.S.

Central Region Cooperative is a diversified, 
farmer-owned cooperative. We pride ourselves in providing quality, 
competitively priced products and services to our patrons at eight 

central-Minnesota locations. We look forward to serving your needs.

BUFFALO LAKE
320-833-5321

COBDEN - 507-794-7390
COSMOS - 320-877-7261
FAIRFAX - 507-426-8263
GIBBON - 507-834-6534
HECTOR - 320-848-2252

SLEEPY EYE
507-794-3031

STEWART - 320-562-9410

CENTRAL REGION COOPERATIVE

24002 Hwy 4 N., Sleepy Eye
Cell: 507-766-5038
Shop: 507-794-5020

ALL YOUR TREE CARE NEEDS:
Trimming • Topping • Complete removals

Brush mowing • Stump removal

ISA certified, fully insured, 30 years 
in the tree care industry.

Mathiowetz Construction Co.
  

Mathiowet
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z Construction Co.
507-794-6953  
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2020 North Spring St., New Ulm, MN 56073-0787
(507)354-4171  www.mrpaving.com

• Sitework • Clearing • Tile Repair • Building & Bin Pads 
• Demolition Work and a Demolition Disposal Landfill • Sand 

• Gravel • Rock • Recyled Blacktop & Concrete Products 
• Delivery Service • Asphalt Paving • Basement Excavation 

• Landscaping •  Sewer & Water Services.
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• Sitework • Clearing • Tile Repair 
• Building & Bin Pads

• Demolition Work and a Demolition Disposal Landfill 
• Sand• Gravel • Rock 

• Recyled Blacktop & Concrete Products
• Delivery Service • Asphalt Paving 

• Basement Excavation
• Landscaping • Sewer & Water Services.

lower-cost protein option for 
consumers worldwide.

Market Signals Ahead
Taken together, Cousins 

said the data points to a live-
stock sector balancing tight 
cattle supplies with stable 
demand and increasing com-
petition from other proteins.

“Tighter global beef sup-
plies alongside growing pork 
and chicken production will 
keep trade flows dynamic,” 
he said.

For U.S. producers, much 
will depend on weather 
conditions, feed costs and 
whether herd rebuilding 
gains traction later this 
year. Until then, the cattle 
market appears to be hold-
ing a steady, if constrained, 
course.
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FORWARD THINKING MAKES WHAT WE DO GROUNDBREAKING
OUR MISSION 

To Build a Better Future for Teammates, Family and Communities.

507.794.6953
Visit us: www.mathiowetzconst.com

An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer

MATHIOWETZ
C O N S T R U C T I O NC O N S T R U C T I O N

TRUE. BLUE. Advantage.

A TOOL FOR 
ALL SEASONS

SEE THE ONE TOOL AT YOUR LOCAL KINZE DEALER
Westbrook Ag Power, Inc
31424 State Hwy 30 Westbrook, MN 56183
(507) 274-6101
www.westbrookagpower.com
©2024 by Kinze Manufacturing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Heavy frame maintains working 
depth and high speed durability

Easily transports with narrow 
widths of 13' to 16

High productivity with widths of 20' 
to 41' to cover 30 to 60 acres/hr

MACH TILL
High Speed Disk
Mach Till is the one tool for spring 
and fall tillage that quickly covers more 
acres without creating compaction 
layers and leaves an eye-appealing 
finish. The soil benefits from nutrient 
cycling, improved water infiltration, and 
reduced erosion.

Revolutionizing irrigation is what we do,
That’s why we’re proud to introduce E3TM, 
the first precision series of center pivot systems.
To learn more about E3, explore the full scope
of its innovative features and availability, 
visit www.discoverE3.com.

Schroepfer Ag Service
Sleepy Eye, MN
(507) 766-9590
www.schroepferagservice.com

University of Minnesota Extension
On March 4, Dean Malvick, UMN 

Extension corn and soybean plant pa-
thologist and Ryan Miller, UMN Ex-
tension crops educator joined UMN 
Extension crops educator Liz Stahl to 
talk about whether the foliar disease 
pressure experienced by the 2025 
Minnesota corn crop is a ‘new nor-
mal’. This was an episode of the 2026 
Strategic Farming: Let’s talk crops! 
webinar series.

Fungal diseases of corn made con-
siderable news in southern Min-
nesota in 2025, with tar spot and 
southern rust epidemics occurring in 
fields. While the fungus that causes 
tar spot is now endemic to many re-

Strategic Farming: Let’s talk crops! session talks 
whether foliar diseases of corn will continue to 

threaten Minnesota’s yield potential
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gions of Minnesota, the fungus that 
causes southern rust cannot survive 
the winter. Spores from southern 
rust epidemics to the South need to 
travel into Minnesota early enough 
for yield potential to be at risk. With 
the orange rust pustules (an eruption 
of spores through a leaf’s epidermis) 
on upper leaf surfaces characteristic 
of southern rust evident as early as 
mid-July, the periodic rains, warm 
temperatures and high humidity 
combined to create a southern rust 
epidemic in southern Minnesota, re-
sulting in significant yield losses in 
some fields.

While tools have been developed to 
help predict tar spot risk using weath-
er data, ground-truthing has found 
that models can overestimate risk in 
Minnesota. Malvick shared that al-
though considerable effort has gone 
in to understanding and learning to 
manage tar spot since its arrival in 
Minnesota in 2019, “we still have a lot 
to learn about the specific conditions 
needed for tar spot to develop.” This 
and the fact that both tar spot and 
southern rust fungi can cause mul-
tiple cycles of infection throughout a 
growing season mean that there is no 
substitution for scouting corn fields 
and making a timely fungicide appli-
cation should one be warranted.

Working in southeast Minnesota 

where tar spot has become an en-
demic risk to corn production, Miller 
worked over the last three growing 
seasons with a local hybrid seed com-
pany (Wyffels) to research corn fungi-
cide timing for tar spot (and in 2025, 
southern rust) management. Hybrid 
selection is helpful for tar spot man-
agement tactics as well. Miller found 
that even in a lower tar spot-pressure 
year, a foliar fungicide application 
at tasseling to one of the hybrids re-
sulted in significantly higher yield 
compared to untreated corn. Finding 
that the combination of scouting and 
a fungicide application at tasseling 
when disease is present can protect 
yield potential, Miller identified ad-
ditional risks that come with later 
timed or sequential applications, “4 
to 5 percentage points higher grain 
moisture and the additional expense 
that comes with two applications; it 
adds risk.”

The benefit to attending Strategic 
Farming webinars live is that the pre-
senters answer audience questions. 
For those that missed this session, it 
is now available to view on YouTube 
at z.umn.edu/StrategicFarmingRe-
cordings. For more information and 
to register to attend other weekly ses-
sion through the end of March, visit 
z.umn.edu/strategic-farming.

University of Minnesota Extension
Minnesota farmers experienced a 

modest financial rebound in 2025, as 
net farm incomes improved from the 
extremely low profit levels recorded 
in 2024. According to newly released 
data from the University of Minneso-
ta and Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities, the median net farm in-
come for Minnesota farms increased 
to $66,518 in 2025. 

While this income level remains 
below the long-term average for the 
past century, it represents a mean-
ingful improvement over the previous 
year. Improved profitability allowed 
the average Minnesota farm to make 
modest gains in working capital and 
net-worth growth during 2025. Strong 
livestock earnings, above-trend crop 
yields, and government assistance 
programs all contributed to improved 
financial performance. 

This analysis represents approx-
imately 10 percent of Minnesota 
farms with gross incomes exceeding 
$250,000 annually and includes data 
from 2,289 participants in the Minne-
sota State Farm Business Manage-
ment (FBM) programs, along with 
114 members of the Southwest Min-
nesota Farm Business Management 
Association (SWMFBMA). The data-
set is compiled through FINBIN, a 
nationally recognized farm financial 
database providing farm-level finan-
cial records, enterprise analysis and 
peer benchmarking tools. 

“We expected farms to experience 
improved profitability during 2025,” 
said Pauline Van Nurden, Extension 
economist with the University of Min-
nesota’s Center for Farm Financial 
Management. “Weather conditions 
provided much better growing envi-
ronments across most of the state, 
and livestock producers benefited 
from higher commodity prices and 
lower feed costs. These factors play 
a critical role in farm profitability 
across Minnesota.” 

Government assistance programs 
also served as an important safety net 
in 2025, providing disaster relief and 
price support for select commodities 
facing market challenges. However, 
government assistance remained a 
relatively small share of overall in-
come, accounting for 7 percent of to-
tal gross farm income for the average 
Minnesota producer.

Crop producers face severe 
financial challenges 

Despite improved yields, crop pro-
ducers continue to face significant fi-
nancial pressure due to persistently 
high input costs and low commodity 
prices. In 2025, strong yields helped 
offset some of these stresses. Corn 
and soybean yields averaged approx-
imately 10 percent above the 10-year 
state average, partially shielding pro-
ducers from market pressures. 

Still, profitability remained elusive 
for many crop farms. Garen Paulson, 
University of Minnesota Extension 
educator with SWMFBMA, noted 
that “even with excellent yields and 
government support, the average 
corn producer lost money on rented 
land in 2025, and soybean producers 
generally broke even. This is a sober-
ing reality for crop producers at this 
time.” 

Some crop sectors face even steep-
er challenges. Sugar beet producers 
experienced especially difficult con-
ditions in 2025. According to Josh 
Tjosaas, FBM instructor at Northland 
Community and Technical College, 
“sugar prices have fallen by roughly 
75 percent over the past year, while 
input costs remain elevated. The av-
erage sugar beet producer lost nearly 
$500 per acre in 2025, and the outlook 
is not expected to improve in 2026.” 
Livestock producers see stronger 
profitability 

In contrast, livestock producers ex-

Minnesota farm finances 
show resilience in 2025, but 

pressure points remain

FARM FINANCES See Page 6
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Evan Wilson, MBA, CFP
Senior Financial Advisor/Partner

GROWING YOUR LEGACY
Investment Planning Rooted in Agriculture
Evan Wilson knows farming because he lives
it. Raised on a farm near Clarkfield and still
active in his family’s operation today, Evan
brings 20+ years of Ag Finance expertise to
your farm or agri-business.

Retirement Planning: Will you be ready when it’s
time to step out of the cab?
Farm Succession: Ensuring your farm is passed
on to the next generation.
Investment Management: Diversifying your
wealth beyond the fence line.
Tax-Efficient Strategies: Keeping more of what
you work so hard to grow.

Scan to learn about more Evan.
Call or e-mail today to setup a

no cost initial consultation.

truejourney.com
Phone: (320) 403-4001

Email: evan@truejourney.com

Offices in Willmar &
Granite Falls

You’ve spent your life building the farm. 
Let’s work together to grow it.

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN) Member SPIC. TrueJourney is a separate entity from WFAFN. Advertisement.

Advisors | Investments | Retirement | Planning

perienced continued financial 
recovery in 2025. Hog, dairy 
and beef operations all posted 
improved profitability, driven 
by higher livestock prices and 
lower feed costs. The rebound 
provided producers with op-
portunities to recover losses 
from prior years, rebuild li-
quidity reserves and address 
deferred repairs and capital 
investments. 

Minnesota beef cow-calf 
producers had their best year 
on record last year. High 
prices for calves and cull 
cows, along with stable costs 
for feed and other expenses, 
meant producers made strong 
profits. On average, they 
earned more than $600 per 
cow — more money than they 
had made combined over the 
previous 20 years. 

Prospects for 2026 
The outlook for Minneso-

ta farm profitability in 2026 
remains uncertain. Farmers 
and consumers alike share 
concerns related to ongoing 
geopolitical conflict, trade 
disruptions and broader eco-
nomic volatility. Although 
commodity prices have shown 
some recent improvement, in-
put costs, including fuel, fer-
tilizer and supplies, remain 
unpredictable, contributing 
to heightened financial stress 
for producers. 

Periods of financial un-
certainty can significantly 
impact farmers’ well-being. 
Producers are encouraged to 
seek support when needed 
by contacting the Minnesota 
Farm and Rural Helpline at 
833-600-2670 or farmstress@
state.mn.us for assistance 
navigating mental health 
challenges during times of 
stress.
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Now offering See & Spray targeted in crop spraying 

Crop Protection - Custom Application 

507-276-3312 
Offering low-cost chemicals since 2012 

Now offering See & Spray targeted in crop spraying 

Crop Protection - Custom Application 

507-276-3312 
Offering low-cost chemicals since 2012 

Ben Stoterau Photography
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Drop off, pick up, or ship your packages

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
• Clothing • Hardware • Footwear • Lawnmowers

• Snowblowers • Chainsaws • Batteries • Benjamin Moore Paint
• Paint Tinting • Power Tools • Small Engine Sales & Service

• Automotive Key Cutting & Programming

1175 11th Street South, St. James 
South of Fairgrounds

www.fleetandfarmmn.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am - 7 pm;

Saturday: 8 am - 5 pm; Sunday: 1 - 4 pm

CH-4534160

Saturday: 8 am - 5 pm; Sunday: Noon to 4pm

CH-4227500

320-979-1475

Van HeuvelnVan Heuveln
Farm Drainage CompanyFarm Drainage Company

DRAINAGE/TILING

Serving the region for 50+ years!

You can depend on us for a functional drainage system to remove 
excess field water and get you in the field as soon as possible.

Kerkhoven, MN 56252

• Kasey 320-979-1475

• Kordell 320-894-8519

• Kevin 320-979-1522

• Call for an estimate. • Call for an estimate. 
• Locally done, guaranteed work.• Locally done, guaranteed work.

Hutchinson Public 
Schools takes top 
honors as School 
District of the Year
Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture (MDA) is proud to announce 
the winners of the 2026 Minnesota 
Grown Cream of the Crop Awards. 
This contest recognizes K-12 school 
districts and early care centers that 
show outstanding leadership in pro-
moting and serving Minnesota grown 
and raised foods. 

This year’s winners have earned 
the title of Cream of the Crop in their 
respective categories: 

School District of the Year: Hutchinson 
Public Schools 

Family Daycare of the Year: Young 
Family Childcare (Hutchinson, MN) 

“Currently we purchase local foods 
from 31 farms and businesses—every-
thing from fresh produce to grains and 
meats,” said Child Nutrition Director 
with Hutchinson Public Schools, Lesli 
Mueller. “The use of local foods really 
comes to life in the scratch meals we 
prepare for students throughout each 
month.” In addition to featuring local 
food in meals, the district also has in-
door hydroponic growing systems in 

Winners Announced for 2026 
Cream of the Crop Awards

two schools, as well as a school farm 
with an acre dedicated to vegetable 
production, featuring a newly added 
high tunnel to extend the growing 
season.

At Young Family Childcare in 
Hutchinson, owner Jillayne Young in-
corporates hands-on learning through 
gardening, with children helping to 
plant, water, and harvest fresh pro-
duce. Their local food sourcing efforts 
are supported by the MDA’s Local 
Tots Cost-Share program, which helps 
offset the cost of purchasing Minneso-
ta-grown foods. “We were able to pur-
chase a large amount of locally raised 
ground beef from just 10 miles away 
for our weekly meals,” said Young. 
“The kids’ favorite ways to enjoy it are 
meatballs, sloppy joes, lasagna, tacos, 
meatloaf, and beef stroganoff.”

In addition to the top awards, sev-
eral schools and daycare providers 
were recognized with Outstanding in 
the Field Honors at three levels:  

Golden Drumstick Honors 
Morris Area Schools 
ISD 196 – Rosemount-Eagan-Apple 

Valley 
Northwestern Minnesota Juvenile 

Center (Bemidji, MN)  
Roseville Area Schools 
Cannon Falls Area Schools 
Little Skeeters Daycare (Bagley, 

MN) 
Silver Squash Honors 
St. Croix Preparatory Academy 

(Stillwater, MN) 
Becker Public Schools 
Holdingford Public Schools 
New Ulm Area Catholic Schools
Brandy’s Daycare (Marshall, MN) 
Bronze Berry Honors 
Columbia Heights Public Schools 
Robbinsdale Area Schools 
“These schools and childcare provid-

ers should be proud of the work they’re 
doing. Not only are they serving great 
food but they’re helping kids under-
stand where it comes from, building 
stronger connections to Minnesota ag-

WINNERS See Page 9
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REAL 
CHALLENGES 
REQUIRE REAL 
SOLUTIONS. 

Connect with your local ag 
drainage and survey team:
  
Fairmont - (507) 238-4738
Sleepy Eye - (507) 810-4184 
Willmar - (320) 231-3956

www.Bolton-Menk.com

Contact us!

CH-4534510

15045 Hwy 23 SE | PO Box 216   Granite Falls, MN 56241 
Phone: (320) 564-3100 

www.granitefallsenergy.com 

 

@ GFELLC Equal Opportunity Employer 

Please visit our website 
 or call our office for more information. 

 

Interested in learning more about our 
corn programs? Call our office today at 

(320) 564-3100 to get more information. 
You can also sign up for our daily cash bid 

text messages and emails! 

riculture every day,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Thom Petersen. “We’re 
seeing firsthand how farm to school is 
creating new opportunities for Minne-
sota farmers, from produce to locally 
raised proteins like beef and turkey. 
That’s a win for our farmers, our kids, 
and our communities.”

New this year, applicants had the 
opportunity to nominate a Minneso-
ta Grown producer that has been an 
outstanding partner in their farm to 
kids efforts. From those nominations, 
Country Blossom Farm was selected 
as the 2026 Producer Appreciation 
Pick. In her nomination, Jeanine Bow-
man, Food Service Director at Mor-
ris Area Schools, highlighting their 
strong partnership. “Troy and Tracy 
Heald are so easy to work with and 
produce fantastic apples,” said Bow-
man. “Our second graders visit their 
farm every October and bring apples 
back for our Great Apple Crunch Day. 
The students are so excited knowing 
they picked the apples themselves. 

Country Blossom Farm is just great 
to partner with, and I look forward to 
many years working with them.”

Cream of the Crop Awardees were 
selected based on their demonstrat-
ed commitment to local sourcing, 
including how they incorporate Min-
nesota-grown foods into meals, edu-
cate students about where their food 
comes from, and engage families and 
communities through hands-on learn-
ing and events. Learn more about the 
Cream of the Crop Awards on the con-
test website.  

Minnesota Grown is a program 
of the MDA that promotes products 
grown and raised in Minnesota. The 
program has connected consumers 
with local farmers, farmers’ markets, 
and other producers of agricultural 
products for over 40 years. Develop-
ment of the Minnesota Grown Cream 
of the Crop Awards was supported by 
a Patrick Leahy Farm to School Grant 
from the USDA.
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FEEL LIKE THIS?FEEL LIKE THIS?

Meet Dr. Handeland!
   You don’t have to live in debilitating 
pain. Whether you have lower back pain, 
a pinched nerve, sciatica, radiating pain 
into the arms or legs, neck pain, or a 
variety of symptoms related to damaged 
or degenerative discs, spinal stenosis and 
post-operative complications, as well as 
syndromes of the lumbar and cervical 
spine. Spinal Decompression may be for 
you.
   Our experienced team of professionals 
understands the challenges posed by back 
pain and is dedicated to helping you regain 
your mobility and quality of life. Don’t let 
back pain dictate your daily routine any 
longer - schedule a consultation with us 
today and take the first step towards a pain-
free future!

Do not call unless
you are 100% serious

Limited to the 
First 7 Callers

Book Now!Book Now!

NewNew
Location!
Location!

320-669-1980
dchandeland@gmail.com

www.handelandchiro.com
Brad Handeland, D.C., CKTP

713 Prentice Street • Granite Falls, MN 56241
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NEUROPATHY PAIN?NEUROPATHY PAIN?

$79 SPECIAL$79 SPECIAL
Normally $453Normally $453

320-669-1980 Call Now before it’s too late!

Consultation
24-point Nerve Exam

Thermal Imaging
Report of Findings

FIND 
REAL RELIEF
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302 E. Bridge St., Redwood Falls
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Celebrating our 69th year in the neighborhood

Up to $2.25M 
available through 
MDA’s AGRI Program
Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of Agri-
culture (MDA) is now accepting appli-
cations for the Agricultural Growth, 
Research, and Innovation (AGRI) 

Value-Added and Meat, Poultry, Egg, 
and Milk Processing (MPEM) Grants. 
These reimbursement grant programs 
provide funding for eligible applicants 
to invest in equipment and physical 
improvement projects that support 
expanding processing capacity, mar-
ket diversification, and market access 
for Minnesota agricultural products.

The MDA expects to award up 
to $2.25 million through these re-
imbursement programs. Individu-

Grants Available to Boost Sales 
of Minnesota Ag Products

al awards will range from $1,000 to 
$150,000 and require a cash match. 
Reimbursement grants mean that 
awardees receive funds after project 
expenses are paid and documented. 

“I’ve visited grant recipients across 
Minnesota and have seen firsthand 
how these investments help business-
es expand, innovate, and reach new 
markets,” said Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture Commissioner Thom 
Petersen. “Thanks to the support 
of the Minnesota Legislature, these 

grants continue to deliver strong re-
turns by building a more diverse and 
resilient agricultural economy in our 
state.”

The scoring criteria of this grant 
program include priority points for 
projects that increase food safety, 
hemp fiber processing capacity, and 
access to kosher or halal markets. 
Applicants with projects that are led 
by, impact, or serve Native American 

GRANTS See Page 11
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We Understand Agriculture And We Know This Area

Our loan officers are specially trained to keep up 
with the latest developments in agriculture and they
work hard to understand each customer’s financial needs.

If you’re looking for a bank that understands agriculture,
come see us. In addition to making Ag Loans, we offer
a full-range of financial services.

RM-28482425

Butterfield • Darfur • Trimont • Comfrey
www.triumphbanks.com




RM-28482425


STATE BANK

Butterfield • Darfur • Trimont • Comfrey
www.triumphbanks.com




Tribal communities are also encour-
aged to apply.

Eligible expenses include, but are not 
limited to:

Equipment used in the production 
of value-added agricultural products

Grading, packing, labeling, packag-
ing, or sorting equipment

Cooler walls and refrigeration units
Equipment that improves process 

efficiency at biofuel plants
Livestock slaughter equipment 

such as cradles, saws, hooks, scalders, 
or sinks

Creamery or milk product process-
ing equipment

Egg sanitizing, candling, drying, 
and grading equipment

Equipment that helps to maintain 
product identity and traceability

Full eligibility requirements and 
application details are available on 
the AGRI Value-Added and AGRI 
MPEM Grant webpages. Applica-
tions must be submitted by 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday June 17, 2026. 

Funding for the Value-Added and 
MPEM grants is made available 
through the MDA’s AGRI Program, 
which administers grants to farmers, 
agribusinesses, schools, and more 

throughout Minnesota to advance the 
state’s agricultural and renewable en-
ergy sectors.
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LET OUR FAMILY HELP YOUR FAMILY
WITH ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

811 East Bridge Street  
Redwood Falls

MN 56283

 507-637-8461
redwoodbuildingcenter.com

CH-4217830

Home | Auto | Health | Life | Commercial | Farm | Investments 
 Contact us in Redwood Falls 

722 E Bridge Street | (507) 637-8366

Request a Free Quote!

University of Minnesota Extension
The time between recess and sci-

ence class was short but loud with 
the clanging together of shovels and 
children’s exuberance. “I love Arbor 
Day so much I’m going to marry Ar-
bor Day!” a boy in a Marvel T-shirt 
cheered after taking a turn at digging 
in the soil.

John Nordlund attended elemen-
tary school in Gibbon, where one Ar-
bor Day a visitor came to plant two 
crabapple trees with his class. Now 
a University of Minnesota Extension 
Master Gardener volunteer in Anoka 
County, as well as a certified arborist, 

he had an idea. 
“I’ve always remembered that,” he 

said. “Those crabapple trees are still 
there at my old school and I thought 
it would be good to do the same thing 
there.”

His school, however, recently 
moved into a new building and now 
serves Fairfax, Winthrop and Gibbon. 
With a lot of bare ground and plans to 
teach more agriculture, the principal 
and teachers liked the idea of an Ar-
bor Day planting for two third-grade 
classes.

Master Gardener returns 
to hometown to plant 
trees — and memories — 
with students

Many hands made light work 
when watering the hawthorn tree 

from a five-gallon jug.

GARDENER See Page 13
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Services We Offer:
Auctions • Listings • Private Sale Negotiations 

Complimentary Consultations • Appraisals

Farmland Professionals Since 1978

For More Information Visit: 
FladeboeLand.com

For more information call
Kristine: 320-212-9379

Glen: 651-208-3262 Dale: 320-894-9392
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We’re your financial home

EXPERIENCE THE

For all your farm financial needs
Credit Union Difference

Great Loan Rates

Visit us online at co-opcreditunion.com
Montevideo | Benson | Canby | Willmar

Carol Freese
Loan Officer

Loren Hansen  
Ag Loan Officer

Dan Pieper  
Chief Credit Officer 

 Equipment  Operating 
 Ag Real Estate  Livestock

Call me at 320-269-2117 or 800-967-1709

Growing conservation knowledge
“It is so wonderful to give kids 

the chance to plant trees at our new 
school,” said Jennifer Thompson, 
GFW Schools principal for elementary 
grades. “I hope these kids will come by 
when they are grown up, remember 
today and say, ‘Hey, I helped plant 
those trees.’”

A student held the linden tree in 
place for straight planting. Also pic-
tured: Dee Baloug, Master Gardener 
in Sibley County, where Gibbon is lo-
cated.

Nordlund and the students, along 
with Dee Balough, a Master Gardener 
in Sibley County, planted two trees. 
Bailey Nurseries donated a linden 
tree, which Nordlund told the stu-
dents may grow as tall as the school 
in 20 years. His employer, the City of 
Columbia Heights Parks, donated a 
hawthorn.

A student read aloud about Arbor 
Day, which began in 1872 in Nebras-
ka. Holidays and festivals are now 

A child holds a tree in place 
while two Master Gardeners 

fill the hole.

GARDENER See Page 15
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W anda State Bank is locally owned, and 
knows the needs of the community 
whether you are a small farm or a large 

operation, our experienced staff will work with 
you to find the solution to fit your needs.

We are your full service, locally owned business.

Wanda Location: 507-550-1678 
Franklin Location: 507-557-2233 

www.wandastatebank.com
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am to 4pm 

Friday 8am to 5pm
Free online and mobile banking  

with mobile deposit
Member FDIC

Minnesota Department of Agriculture
As spring fieldwork ramps up 

across Minnesota, many farmers and 
applicators will soon begin applying 
anhydrous ammonia (NH3). With 
tight weather windows and increas-
ing pressure to get into fields, the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(MDA) urges everyone who handles 
NH3 to make safety their top priority. 
Accidents involving anhydrous ammo-
nia can result in severe, life‑threaten-
ing injuries when proper precautions 
are not followed.

“Spring fieldwork moves quickly, 
and we know farmers and applicators 
are working hard to make the most of 
every weather window,” said Thom 

Petersen, Minnesota Commissioner of 
Agriculture. “Taking a few extra min-
utes to check equipment, wear proper 
protective gear, and slow down can 
prevent serious injuries. We want ev-
ery farmer and applicator to get home 
safe at the end of the day.”

The MDA offers the following safe-
ty reminders for farmers, applicators 
and those performing equipment 
maintenance:

Always wear appropriate goggles 
and gloves; never wear contact lenses 
around NH3.

Keep at least 5 gallons of clean 
emergency water easily accessible at 
all times.

Assume all hoses and lines contain 

Anhydrous Safety Should Be 
a Top Priority This Spring

product and use caution when con-
necting or disconnecting.

Stand upwind when connecting, 
disconnecting, bleeding lines, or 
transferring product.

When stopping work or disconnect-
ing equipment, close valves, bleed 
lines, disconnect, and secure hoses. 

ANHYDROUS See Page 17
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When uptime matters, count on Miller Sellner.
 New and used ag equipment, reliable service, and

the parts you need when you need them—right here
in Southern Minnesota.

Four locations. One trusted name.

www.millersellner.com

John Nordlund and the crabapple trees he helped plant at Gib-
bon Elementary when he was a student.

held around the world, honoring trees for providing shade, habitat, and good 
air to breathe among other benefits. 

As an arborist, Nordlund naturally focuses many Master Gardener volun-
teer hours on trees and getting the public involved in conservation, but he has 
been interested in plants since the days of his 4-H flower gardening and potato 
projects. Baloug focuses her volunteership on a variety of community projects 
and ornamental plants. 

A new class of accomplished tree stewards
When Nordlund told the students they could all help dig the first hole, he 

may not have expected them to all step up. The teachers quickly managed a 
rotation of groups so everyone could have a chance to dig the two holes.

They then took turns holding trees in place, filling the holes and scattering 
mulch. The final moment of accomplishment happened when four students 
helped carry a five-gallon jug over to the trees and poured them a nice big 
drink of water.

Once planted, the two trees may not have looked like much. As Nordlund 
explained, they were kept dormant in cool spaces all winter. 

“But as the tree settles in you can start to look for leaves and buds to form,” 
he told the students. “Warm weather, rain and any needed watering will get 
them growing.”

GFW Schools students wasted no time taking action with John Nordlund to prepare the ground for planting.
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REALIZE THE DREAM.
Dreams come in many shapes and sizes. Showplace Cabinetry is made in America by employee-
owners who take great pride in every cabinet they craft for you. Your creative choices are nearly 
unlimited, and it’s all back by the assurance of a lifetime warranty. Call us to learn more about 
how we can help you realize your dream. Opportunities like this won’t last long, so stop in today!

VISIT US IN OUR 
SHOWROOM

Call Daniel at 507-822-6725

507.427.3781  |  dbuilders@bargeninc.com  |  www.bargeninc.com  |  Contractor License #BC125765

Walk-in Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment
606 County Road 1, Mountain Lake, Minnesota

CH-4534610

Scott Kodet
(507) 637-1015

skodet@myHT.bank
NMLS #2092301

Tom Madson
(507) 637-1004

tmadson@myHT.bank

GROW YOUR LEGACY.
We’re here to help you

Visit Us! 1000 E Cook Street, Redwood Falls MN 56283

Operating Lines of Credit

Land & Expansion Loans

Farm Real Estate Loans

Cash Management Solutions

Quick, Local Decision-Making

By Jason Vance
Farmers across the country are 

seeking clarity as new provisions tied 
to the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act” re-
shape key elements of the federal farm 
safety net. USDA Under Secretary for 
Farm Production and Conservation 
Richard Fordyce says the department 
is working to provide answers—par-
ticularly on base acres, program time-
lines, and payment limitation rules.

One of the most discussed chang-
es is the addition of 30 million base 
acres used to calculate payments un-
der Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) 

and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). While 
the increase itself has been widely 
welcomed, producers have raised con-
cerns about how those acres will be 
distributed.

Fordyce emphasized that the pro-
cess will be handled evenly nation-
wide, not on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

“We are able to equally disperse 
those acres across the country,” 
Fordyce said. “If we find a situation 
where there is going to be more than 
30 million base acres requested, then 
we will simply prorate those across 

the country.”
That approach, he said, should ease 

concerns among producers who feared 
they might need to rush to local Farm 
Service Agency offices to secure a 
share.

Once the redistribution of base 
acres is complete, producers will then 
be able to make their ARC and PLC 
program elections. However, Fordyce 
acknowledged that the timeline for 
2026 will differ significantly from the 
traditional schedule.

Because of the work required to re-
allocate base acres, enrollment deci-

sions are expected to occur later than 
usual—potentially in late summer or 
early fall. In some cases, producers 
may not finalize their elections until 
crops are well into the growing season 
or even nearing harvest.

“This is not a traditional timeline,” 
Fordyce said, noting that the delay is 
necessary to ensure the base acre pro-
cess is completed accurately.

In addition to program timing, 
USDA officials are fielding questions 
about changes to payment limitation 

USDA Addresses Producer 
Questions on Farm Safety Net 

Changes in New Legislation

USDA See Page 20
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Area Farmers
For all your electrical needs...

FARM • HOME
COMMERCIAL

24 HOUR SERVICE
Authorized Sales and Service for

WINCO
Power Generators

Never be without electricity again!

Sleepy Eye Electric Co.

794-6099

CH-1856710CH-2067290

CH-1856710CH-2067290

GREG BRAULICK
BILL WALTER

JUDD WALTER
TOM BRAULICK

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

204 12th Ave. NE Sleepy Eye, MN

CH-4534780CH-4231790

Handle hose-end valves by the valve 
body only.

Whenever possible, place equip-
ment away from homes, people, and 
livestock.

Safe transport of anhydrous ammo-
nia is equally important. When towing 
a nurse tank, operators should drive 
no faster than 30 miles per hour, dis-
play a clean and visible slow‑moving 
vehicle emblem, and secure the tank 

with two independent safety chains 
in addition to the standard hitch pin 
and clip.

If an accident or spill occurs, call 911 
immediately. Then contact the Min-
nesota Duty Officer at 800‑422‑0798 
or 651‑649‑5451.

More information on anhydrous 
ammonia safety, storage, and trans-
portation is available on the MDA 
website.
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P.O. Box 161 Maynard, MN 
LIC #EA806638

tmueller2023@outlook.com
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Tate Mueller

University of Minnesota Extension
An on-farm produce cooler can 

mean the difference between a 
crunchy carrot or a rubbery one, or 
sugar snap peas that actually snap. 

Maintaining produce quality and 
safety matters deeply to growers; it’s 
good for customers and for business. 
Having a walk-in cooler also ben-
efits the bottomline by opening up 
wholesale markets and reducing food 
waste. For those who sell at farmers 
markets, a cooler provides valuable 
flexibility to harvest timing, so they 
don’t have to do all their picking the 
night before the farmers market. 

But the upfront cost of a new, tra-
ditional produce cooler can be prohib-
itive — in the range of $15,000. 

“That price is overwhelming for 

many farmers,” said Annalisa Hult-
berg, University of Minnesota Exten-
sion educator in on-farm food safety. 
And some of these systems can be 
difficult to repair if something breaks 
down because they require electri-
cians or HVAC professionals to make 
house calls.

But there is a less expensive option: 
buying used cooler panels, adding a 
standard window-unit air conditioner 
and attaching a tool called a CoolBot. 
The CoolBot was created by a farmer, 
and it works by plugging into the AC 
unit and “tricking” it to cool to a lower 
temperature. This can lower the cost 
of a produce cooler dramatically — to 
about $1,500. And troubleshooting is 

A cool way growers maintain 
veggie freshness

Hultberg steps out of the almost-completed cooler.GARDENER See Page 19
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Horse & Chicken Feed

New

Participants examined the cooler panels as Pressman described what to look for when 
purchasing used panels.

Participants installed the CoolBot to the 
AC unit.

Hands-on learning.

much easier on one’s own.
University of Minnesota Extension 

hosted its first hands-on workshop to 
walk farmers through how to build a 
produce cooler themselves this spring. 
Used cooler panels are frequently 
found on Facebook Marketplace, and 
this workshop helps farmers under-
stand what to look for, whether they 
come across an assembled or disas-
sembled cooler unit, to make a cost-ef-
fective decision.

“The goal is to do this cheap, but 
cheap can become expensive if we 
don’t know what we’re doing,” said 
Ariel Pressman, the principal consul-
tant of Whole Farm Strategies who 
co-led the workshop with Hultberg. 

New life for used cooler panels
Thanks to an MDA Specialty Crop 

Block grant, Hultberg and Pressman 
purchased cooler panels from a local 
Subway restaurant that was closing. 
The scattered pieces become a puz-
zle for students to work together to 
build (and build again in future work-
shops). Which pieces are the ceiling, 
floor, walls, corners or door? 

With work gloves, tape measures 
and Allen wrenches, the participants 
eagerly got to work putting the panels 
together and cheered when the cooler 
was assembled. They turned on the 
AC unit fitted with a CoolBot. After 
lunch, they got to walk in and feel 
38-degree temperature. 

Building confidence
“I always see [used cooler panels for 

sale] on Facebook. You have to take 
it apart. I don’t know how, so I don’t 
purchase it. Now I know how,” said 

participant Xor McCray of Sun Kissed 
Farm. 

The workshop included checklists 
on what to look for when shopping for 
cooler panels and troubleshooting tips 
such as considering vegetable respi-
ration rates and how tightly to pack 
boxes in the cooler. 

“Seeing it makes a big difference. 
Once we see it, it becomes practical,” 
said Callin Bosire of Lisaviole Farm 
in Medina. “This way of teaching 
farmers — it’s the best.”
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Proud to be a part 
of the 

Farming Community 

Barker 
Excavating 

Mike Barker 
507-829-6530

Hanley Falls, MN 56245 

CH-4209860

Will Do: 
All types of dirt work, 

demolition, culvert 
work, tiling, etc.

RM-28695850

rules, particularly those affecting 
qualified business entities.

Under the updated provisions, a 
broader range of entities—including 
partnerships, S corporations, limited 
liability companies (LLCs), joint ven-
tures, and general partnerships—will 
now be treated equally when it comes 
to payment limitations. Previously, 
only general partnerships were ex-
empt from certain limits.

Fordyce said the change allows 
farms to better align their business 
structures with program benefits.

To accommodate the transition, 
USDA will waive the traditional June 

1 deadline for making entity changes. 
This gives producers additional time 
to restructure their operations in a 
way that maximizes eligibility for the 
2026 crop year.

The Farm Service Agency is con-
tinuing to implement the new provi-
sions, and officials say more detailed 
guidance will be made available as 
the process moves forward.

For now, Fordyce’s message to pro-
ducers is straightforward: the system 
is being designed to be fair, and there 
is no advantage to rushing the pro-
cess.
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and automobiles,  

tire equipment and 
service!

WWEE  AARREE  YYOOUURR  
FFIIRREESSTTOONNEE  AAGG  
TTIIRREE  DDEEAALLEERR!!
TOTAL TIRE SERVICE

ALL MAKES & MODELS
• Firestone• Firestone
• Michelin• Michelin
• Good Year• Good Year
• Goodrich• Goodrich

• Kelly• Kelly
•  Mounting, balance, alignment•  Mounting, balance, alignment
• Tire repair• Tire repair
• Service calls• Service calls

TRUCK & TRAILER
SALES & SERVICE

• Engine Overhaul• Engine Overhaul
• Transmission• Transmission
• Clutch repair• Clutch repair
• Towing• Towing

• Fuel system• Fuel system
• Electrical• Electrical
• Refrigeration• Refrigeration

OLSEN TRUCK SERVICE CENTER

CH-4534850

MDA offering 
$4.7 million for fuel 
infrastructure 
upgrades to 
strengthen 
Minnesota’s 
biofuels industry
Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of Agri-
culture (MDA) is now accepting appli-
cations for the Agricultural Growth, 

Research, and Innovation (AGRI) 
Biofuels Infrastructure Program. 
This grant provides matching funds 
for Minnesota fuel retailers to up-
grade their stations to offer gasoline 
blended with at least 15% ethanol at 
the pump.

The MDA may award up to $4.7 
million through a competitive review 
process. The AGRI Biofuels Infra-
structure Program is funded through 
an appropriation by the Minnesota 
Legislature to the AGRI Program, 
along with additional financial sup-
port from Minnesota Corn. Applicants 
may request between $5,000 and 
$199,000 per project and must com-
mit at least 35% of the total project 
cost as a cash match. 

Applicants must be retail petro-

Grants Available to 
Expand E15 Access 
Across Minnesota

MDA See Page 23
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CH-4348570

BUILT STRONGER.
LASTS LONGER.

Specialized equipment built stronger
to execute your agricultural waste

handling needs.

Pit Pumps

Transfer Pumps Dragline Pumps

AFI Pumps

SALES > SERVICE > TRADE - INS

Ask us about our free 30-day equipment trial.

507.375.5577 • dodausa.com
255 16th Street South

St James, MN Ben Stoterau Photography
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Reliable & Skilled 
Repair Shop offering: 

• Engine Repair 
• Routine Maintenance 

• DOT Inspections 
• Tire & Parts Sales 
• Hydraulic Hoses 

• Pickup, Semi & Trailer 
• Alignments 

And Much More

Hours: Mon - Fri. 8am to 5pm 
 

Located South of St. James at 
70116 390th ST.

Contact us today 

507.317.4582

Located South of St. James at
70116 390th ST.

C
H

-3
06

16
10Kain Ervin 

Ervin Drilling & Pump
Direct Number: 320-522-2672

Toll Free:  1-833-378-4634
License #4007 

US DOT 3408381

I have a Full MDH Well Contractor License, Serving the areas of 
West Central and South West Minnesota. 

My team and I are hardworking, trustworthy and eager to meet you. 
We hope that you will trust us with your current and future water needs. 

THE SERVICES WE OFFER 7 DAYS A WEEK:
• Drill New
• Service Existing
• Irrigation

• Geothermal Drilling
• Waterline Installation
• Water Chlorination

• Well System Updating
•  Pump Repair & 

Installation

• Well Abandonment
• Water Testing

Keeping You Supplied with 
the Water You Depend On.

leum dispensers in Minnesota with 
no more than 20 retail fuel dispens-
ing sites and be actively operating 
and dispensing fuel to the public at 
the time of application. The scoring 
criteria of this grant program prior-
itizes retailers that do not currently 
offer higher blends of ethanol, those 
that plan to offer higher blends at ev-
ery petroleum dispenser, and projects 
that support equitable distribution 
across the state. 

“With growing momentum around 
year-round E15 at the national lev-
el, this is an important moment for 
Minnesota to continue investing in 
the infrastructure that makes high-
er ethanol blends more accessible to 
consumers,” said MDA Commissioner 
Thom Petersen. “These investments 
support Minnesota corn growers, en-
sure retailers are ready to meet in-
creasing demand for biofuels, and de-
liver more affordable, lower-emission 
options for Minnesotans at the pump.”

Eligible expenses include, but are 

not limited to, equipment such as 
tanks and dispensers; supplies such 
as electrical, plumbing, and concrete; 
and construction costs directly relat-
ed to projects that upgrade or replace 
equipment that currently cannot be 
certified as compatible with E25 or 
higher blends. This funding round is 
expected to support approximately 20 
to 30 grants, though the final number 
will be determined through the pro-
posal review process.

Full grant eligibility requirements 
and application details are available 
on the AGRI Biofuels Infrastructure 
Program webpage. Applications must 
be submitted by 4 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 2, 2026.

Funding for the AGRI Biofuels In-
frastructure Program is made avail-
able through the MDA’s AGRI Pro-
gram, which administers grants to 
farmers, agribusinesses, schools, and 
more throughout Minnesota to ad-
vance the state’s agricultural and re-
newable energy sectors
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WORK SMARTER
A zero turning radius allows 
you to work productively in 
confined areas with ease.

UNRIVALLED PRODUCTIVITY
The JCB Teleskid can do the work of four machines in 
one - a forklift, telehandler, compact wheel loader and 
skid steer loader, providing unbeatable productivity.

•

JCB SKID STEERS
We have both wheeled and track  

Teleskids in stock.
Stop in and test one out for yourself.

Great cash and finance offers  
currently available.

Courtland Waste Handling 
316 4th Street, Courtland MN 56021

507-359-4230 courtlandwaste.com

Don’t forget to do your safety 
check! Our machines are made 
to provide you with an extra 
level of safety, from side-entry 
doors to improved cabin 
visibility.

Don’t go around the fence, get 
over it with the Teleskid. This 
machine lets you reach higher 
and farther than any compact 
track loader on the market, 
thanks to its telescopic boom.

Facts:Facts:
• The only skid steer 
with a lift height of 
13’ and a forward 
reach of 8’.
• The only skid with a 
side door entry for 
operator safety
• 270 degrees of 
in-cab visibility
• Up to 3,695# lift 
capacity
• Air ride seat
• Highflow hydraulics
• 2-speed plus 
adjustable creep 
mode
• Your choice of track 
or wheeled machines
 

Stop in to see and operate one today!Stop in to see and operate one today!

JCB JCB 
TELESKID’sTELESKID’s

INVENTORY 
   2026 JCB 407 AGRI

   2026 JCB 270T (2)

   2026 JCB 3TS-8T

   2025 JCB 3TS-8W

   2025 JCB 270

   2024 JCB 270

   2017 JCB 260T

WORK SMARTER
A zero turning radius allows 
you to work productively in 
confined areas with ease.

UNRIVALLED PRODUCTIVITY
The JCB Teleskid can do the work of four machines in 
one - a forklift, telehandler, compact wheel loader and 
skid steer loader, providing unbeatable productivity.


