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Beginning Farmer Equipment
and Infrastructure Grants Open

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture (MDA) is now accepting ap-
plications for the Beginning Farmer
Equipment and Infrastructure Grant.
The program was established by the
Minnesota Legislature and supports
farmers by helping them access essen-
tial equipment and invest in on-farm
infrastructure needed to support the
future of their farm businesses.

Eligible projects include the pur-
chase of agriculture specific equip-
ment used to grow crops, raise live-
stock, and store farm products.
Projects may also include on-farm in-
frastructure investments such as wa-

ter access, irrigation systems, fencing,
electricity, walk-in coolers, livestock
handling systems, grain storage, and
production-related structures like
barns, livestock buildings, and green-
houses.

To be considered a “beginning”
farmer and be eligible for the grant, a
person must be in their first 10 years
of farming. Priority will be given to
farmers with under $100,000 in re-
cent farm sales, and limited access to
land as defined in statute.

“This remains one of the most in-de-
mand grant programs in the MDA’s
portfolio,” said MDA Assistant Com-
missioner Patrice Bailey. “The strong
interest we saw last year highlights

REAL
CHALLENGES
REQUIRE REAL
SOLUTIONS.

Connect with your local ag
drainage and survey team:

Fairmont - (507) 238-4738
Sleepy Eye - (507) 810-4184
Willmar - (320) 231-3956

BOLTON
& MENK

Real People. Real Solutions.

www.Bolton-Menk.com

how important access to affordable
equipment and infrastructure is for
beginning farmers. Even small grants
can make a meaningful difference as
new farmers work to overcome early
barriers and establish their opera-
tions.”

The MDA may award up to
$700,000 in total funding for this
program through a competitive re-
view process. Applicants may request
between $1,000 and $10,000, with
a 25% match required for requests
over $2,000. This 1s a reimbursement
grant, meaning awardees must pay
for the full cost of the project upfront
and provide documentation of eligible
expenses incurred after the grant con-

tract is fully executed to receive reim-
bursement.

Full grant eligibility requirements,
application details, and information
session registration are available on
the MDA’s Beginning Farmer Equip-
ment and Infrastructure Grant web-
page. Applications are due by 4 p.m.
on Thursday, March 26.
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MDA Launches Biofertilizer
Innovation and Efficiency Program

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) is introducing
the Biofertilizer Innovation and Ef-
ficiency Pilot Program, an initiative
designed to help farmers improve
nitrogen management and adopt
innovative technologies that pro-
tect water quality and enhance soil
health.

Applications for the 2026 grow-
ing season opened March 2 and will
close on May 1. They are being ac-
cepted on a first-come, first-served
basis. Farmers who participate can
receive $15 per acre for reducing
their commercial nitrogen fertilizer
application rate by the lesser of 15%

or 30 pounds per acre when using a
qualifying biofertilizer product.

“This program is about support-
ing farmers who want to try new ap-
proaches to nutrient management
while maintaining productivity,”
said MDA Commissioner Thom Pe-
tersen. “By incentivizing the use of
biofertilizers and precision technol-
ogies, we can reduce nitrogen loss
and protect Minnesota’s water re-
sources.”

Program Details

Available for the 2026 and 2027
growing seasons.

Farmers can enroll 40 to 3,000
acres of eligible farmland in par-
ticipating Minnesota counties. The

LET OUR FAMILY HELP YOUR FAMILY
WITH ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

811 East Bridge Street
Redwood Falls
MN 56283

507-637-8461

redwoodbuildingcenter.com

MDA reserves the right to limit the
number of acres enrolled per appli-
cant.

Eligible counties: Becker, Benton,
Carver, Cass, Crow Wing, Dakota,
Dodge, Douglas, Fillmore, Good-
hue, Houston, Hubbard, Kandiyohi,
Lincoln, Morrison, Mower, Murray,
Nicollet, Nobles, Olmsted, Otter
Tail, Pipestone, Pope, Rock, Scott,
Sherburne, Stearns, Swift, Todd,
Wabasha, Wadena, and Winona

Open to all crops with a Univer-
sity of Minnesota-recommended ni-
trogen fertilizer rate.

Qualifying biofertilizer products
must be registered with MDA and
provide nitrogen through microor-
ganisms such as bacteria or fungi.

How to Apply

Register in the State of Minneso-
ta’s SWIFT system to obtain a ven-
dor number

Submit the electronic application
form

Applications will be accepted until
4 p.m. May 1 or earlier if program
capacity is reached. Grant agree-
ments must be signed by May 29.
Farmers will receive payment after
submitting documentation verifying
nitrogen reduction and biofertilizer
use by Nov. 30, 2026. Applications
for the 2027 growing season will
open next year. A total of $500,000
will be split between the two grow-
ing seasons.

together.

EJB-19325-A-E-DA-3 AECSPAD

CH-4209960

Edward Jones

Start the year with a
financial review.
Let's plan for your future

Shelly L Bednar, AAMS®, CRPC"
Financial Advisor

Po Box 472

Montevideo, MN 56265
320-321-1426

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com
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Corn Growers Enter New Season Facing
Tight Margins Despite Strong Exports

By Jason Vance

As farmers move deeper into the
winter planning season, U.S. corn
growers are taking stock of the 2025
harvest and looking ahead to spring
planting under continued financial
pressure.

Jed Bower, president of the Nation-
al Corn Growers Association (NCGA)
and a farmer from southwest Ohio,
said weather challenges and rising
input costs defined the past growing
season and continue to weigh heavily
on farm profitability as growers pre-
pare for the 2026 crop.

Bower said much of his region ex-
perienced a difficult spring with ex-
cessive moisture, followed by dry con-
ditions after mid-July. Rain did not

E

... Member FDIC’

return until September. While yields
on his own farm ultimately held up
better than expected, Bower said na-
tional results appear to have fallen
short of early projections.

“USDA thought we were going to
have a giant, huge crop, and they
still think it’s going to be big,” Bow-
er said. “But it seems like everybody
I talk to is off a little bit. There aren’t
those honey spots like they originally
thought.”

As final production numbers contin-
ue to be refined early this year, Bow-
er said growers are entering the 2026
planning season with extremely tight
margins and little available cash flow.

“There’s just no cash flow out there

Continued on next page
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for growers,” he said. “As we're look-
ing to plant the 2026 crop, that’s a
real concern.”

On the demand side, Bower point-
ed to record-setting U.S. corn exports.
Last year closed with historic export
volumes, and the current marketing
year is already on pace to set new re-
cords. However, those strong demand
signals have yet to be reflected in com-
modity prices.

“That’s what’s so frustrating,” Bow-
er said. “We're seeing record exports,
but the markets aren’t reacting to it.”

NCGA continues to push for year-
round approval of E15 ethanol blends
as one potential outlet for excess corn
supplies. Bower said expanded etha-
nol use could significantly reduce in-
ventories and provide price support.

“For every 1% increase in corn grind
for ethanol, you're potentially talking
about 450 million bushels,” he said.
“With E15, we're talking a couple bil-
lion bushels that could get used up.”

Bower said NCGA has been work-
ing closely with the administration

“For every 1% increase in corn
grind for ethanol, you’re potential-
ly talking about 450 million bushels.

With E15, we’re talking a couple bil-
lion bushels that could get used up.”

Jed Bower
President of the (NCGA)

and Congress, offering a short list of
targeted trade opportunities designed
to move large volumes of corn quickly.
He credited the Secretary of Agricul-
ture with engaging on those recom-
mendations as part of broader efforts
to strengthen export demand.

At the same time, NCGA is turning
increased attention to the cost side of
the farm economy. The organization

We Understand Agriculture And We Know This Area

recently launched an input task force
to examine fertilizer, seed and oth-
er input prices that remain elevated
heading into the 2026 growing season.

“When I look at my fertilizer costs,
my seed costs and what I brought
in this year, the numbers don’t look
good,” Bower said. “We're hearing
concerns that foreign markets may be
buying some of these inputs cheaper

than we are here, and that’s an issue.”

The task force will work with USDA
to analyze pricing dynamics and glob-
al competitiveness, with the goal of
restoring profitability across rural
America.

“When farmers are making money,
everything’s good,” Bower said. “But
nobody’s making any money right
now, and that’s a true pl:oblem for ru-

Our loan officers are specially trained to keep up
with the latest developments in agriculture and they
work hard to understand each customer’s financial needs.

If you're looking for a bank that understands agriculture,
come see us. In addition to making Ag Loans, we offer
a full-range of financial services.

_ TSB
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www.triumphbanks.com
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TRUCK < AG

Amboy, MN ¢ Phone 507-674-3149
Lake Crystal, MN * Phone 507-726-2446
Truman, MN ¢ Phone 507-776-2233
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USDA to Open Continuous and General
Conservation Reserve Program Enroliment for 2026

Submitted

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) announced the enrollment pe-
riods for agricultural producers and
landowners to submit offers for the
Continuous and General Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) is accepting of-
fers for Continuous CRP starting Feb.
12, 2026, through March 20, 2026. En-
rollment for General CRP will run from
March 9, 2026, through April 17, 2026.
FSA will announce dates for Grassland
CRP signup in the near future.

CRP is USDA’s flagship conservation
program, providing financial and tech-
nical support to agricultural producers
and landowners who place unproduc-
tive or marginal cropland under con-
tract for 10-15 years and who agree to
voluntarily convert the land to benefi-
cial vegetative cover to improve water
quality, prevent soil erosion and sup-
port wildlife habitat. The Continuing
Appropriations, Agriculture, Legisla-
tive Branch, Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs, and Extensions Act,
2026, extends FSA’s authority to ad-
minister CRP through Sept. 30, 2026.

“We're still very close to the 27-mil-
lion-acre statutory cap with 1.9 million
acres available for all CRP enrollments
this fiscal year so enrollment is likely
to be competitive,” USDA’s Under Sec-
retary for Farm Production and Con-
servation Richard Fordyce said. “This
isn’t about the total number of acres
enrolled, it’s about producers and land-
owners offering and USDA accepting
the acres that can best deliver real, last-
ing benefits to soil, water and wildlife.”

Continuous CRP (Signup 65)

FSA will batch Continuous CRP of-
fers submitted by interested agricul-
tural producers and landowners. Offers
to re-enroll expiring CRP continuous
acreage will be accepted on a first-come,
first-serve basis. New acreage offered in
continuous CRP practices will be con-
sidered for acceptance on a first-come,
first-serve basis if they support USDA
conservation priorities including but
not limited to practices that address
water quality, such as filter strips and
grass waterways, and practices that re-
store native ecosystems or target specif-
ic resource concerns.

The first Continuous CRP batching

STARTING AS LOW AS
$15,949

MODEL NO: 5902078
ENGINE OPTIONS

Kawasaki® FX801V
Kawasaki® FT730V EFI

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE"

Subject to credit a
payn el requi Mseedea\ * ot dot \

WESTBROOK
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31424 STATE HWY. 30
WESTBROOK, MN
56183

507-274-6101

www.westhrookagpower.com

FOREFRONT™ SUSPENSION SYSTEM
2-BELT iCD™ CUTTING SYSTEM
HYDRO-GEAR® ZT-4400™ TRANSAXLES

52"/ 61" DECK WIDTHS

Vanguard® 810cc EFI with Oil Guard™

& 1SX 2200

Take productivity and comfort up a notch with our most advanced suspension technology —
ForeFront™ Suspension, ensuring operator comfort. A 2-belt iCD™ cutting system delivers
unrivaled cut quality and the heavy-duty Hydro-Gear® ZT-4400™ Transaxle drive system
provides power and durability to get the job done.

period ends on March 20, 2026. Offers
submitted after this date will be consid-
ered for acceptance in subsequent batch-
ing periods if acreage remains available.
Continuous CRP participants volun-
tarily offer environmentally sensitive
lands, typically smaller parcels than
offered through General CRP including
wetlands, riparian buffers, and varying
wildlife habitats. In return, they re-
ceive annual rental payments and cost-
share assistance to establish long-term,
resource-conserving vegetative cover.

Continuous CRP enrollment
options include:

* Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Riv-
ers (CLEAR) Initiative: Prioritizes wa-
ter quality practices on the land that,
if enrolled, will help reduce sediment
loadings, nutrient loadings, and harm-
ful algal blooms. The vegetative covers
also contribute to increased wildlife
populations.

+ CLEAR30 (a component of the
CLEAR Initiative): Offers additional
incentives for water quality practice
adoption and can be accessed in 30-year
contracts.

* Highly Erodible Land Initiative

(HELI): Producers and landowners can
enroll in CRP to establish long-term
cover on highly erodible cropland that
has a weighted erodibility index greater
than or equal to 20.

+ Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP): Addresses
high priority conservation objectives of
states and Tribal governments on ag-
ricultural lands in specific geographic
areas.

+ State Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment Initiative (SAFE): Restores vital
habitat in order to meet high-priority
state wildlife conservation goals.

General CRP (Signup 66)

General CRP offers are submitted
through a competitive bid process. Af-
ter the enrollment period closes, Gener-
al CRP offers are ranked and scored by
FSA, using nationally established envi-
ronmental benefits criteria. USDA will
announce accepted offers once ranking
and scoring for all offers is completed.
In addition to annual rental payments,
approved General CRP participants
may also be eligible for cost-share as-
sistance to establish long-term, re-
source-conserving vegetative cover.

Yesterday, today and tomorrow.
We’re dedicated to growing
stronger together and planting
roots for the future.

SouthP\Mt

Financial Credit Union
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Renewable Fuels Association Pushes for Year-
Round E15 Sales Amid Legislative Setback

By Jason Vance

The Renewable Fuels Association (RFA)
is pushing to make E15, a gasoline blend
containing 15% ethanol, available year-
round, a move the industry says would
benefit both consumers and retailers.

Derrick Piney, chairman of the RFA,
described the effort as a long-awaited
milestone.

“It's been a long battle over many
years,” Piney said. “Last December, we
thought we had it approved, and we were
getting really close in 2025.”

However, efforts to advance legislation
allowing year-round E15 sales recently
faced a setback. An attempt to pass the
E15 bill as part of a funding measure fell
through. Instead, House leaders created
a Rural Energy Council, which will study
E15 expansion along with other issues
affecting the renewable fuels industry,
including U.S. refinery capacity, the Re-

newable Fuel Standard, EPA’s Renewable
Identification Numbers, market access,
and federal regulations that impact Amer-
ican energy production.

The council, appointed by House Speak-
er Mike Johnson, is expected to develop
bills and submit them to Congress by Feb-
ruary 15, with the House considering the
legislation by February 25.

Piney said the industry remains op-
timistic despite the setback. “With the
government shutdown behind us and

the creation of this council, there’s still
a good path forward to move E15 expan-
sion and renewable fuel policies through
Congress,” he said.

If successful, the changes could bring
a more stable market for ethanol, lower
costs at the pump for consumers, and a
boost to renewable energy production
nationwide.

Currently, E15 can legally be sold
during the winter months, roughly from
mid-September to June 1. During the
summer, it 1s restricted to use in flex-fuel
vehicles due to provisions in the Clean Air
Act, which Piney called “an archaic stat-
ute that needs to be changed.”

Retailers have been hesitant to offer
E15 during summer months because
reconfiguring pumps and storage tanks
is costly and complicated. “If they don’t
have the ability to sell it as flex fuel,
they have to turn it off,” Piney said. “It

also inhibits consumers because they
lose the opportunity to buy cheaper fuel.
E15 is about 5 to 10 cents cheaper per
gallon than standard E10.”

The RFA is also monitoring regulatory
challenges related to the Renewable Fuel
Standard (RFS). Each year, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency sets volume
obligations for ethanol blending, but ex-
emptions granted to small refineries have
caused disruptions. Piney emphasized the
need for the RFS program to reallocate
waived obligations to maintain stable de-
mand for renewable fuels.

Trade remains a critical focus for the
industry. The United States exported
several billion gallons of ethanol last
year, Piney said, making international
markets essential for the sector. “Our
domestic demand isn’t as strong as
what we can produce, so we're counting
on those exports,” he said.
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New Minnesota Farm Advocate
Joins Statewide Network

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

In the face of mounting financial
pressures, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture (MDA) has
added a new Farm Advocate to its
statewide network for producer as-
sistance.

Located in northwest Minnesota,
Ron Dvergsten joins 11 other Farm
Advocates who offer one-on-one
help and advice to farmers facing
crises caused by financial problems
or natural disasters. Their services
are confidential and are free of
charge.

Ron Dvergsten, newest MDA
Farm Advocate, will be located in
northwest Minnesota.

cost-effective ways to increase crop production.

= Increased yield

= Reduced compaction
= Lower drying costs
* Less soil erosion

= Deeper root growth
= Longer growing

preparation

RM-28695850

Ludvigson Tiling is a locally owned and operated land improvement contractor.
We use the latest design, installation and mapping tools to ensure your project
is accurate and affordable. Field drainage is one of the most important and

Call Ludvigson Tiling today to realize the benefits of field tile drainage.

Ludvigson Tiling services include tiling, ditch cleaning, tree removal and site

“I have worked in agriculture here
in northwest Minnesota my entire
life,” said Ron. “I understand the
area and its diversity, having spent
the majority of my career as an ag
lender and Farm Business Man-
agement instructor, so I'm eager to
serve Minnesota producers through
the Farm Advocate Program.”

Farm Advocates like Ron pro-
vide help with financial planning,
lender negotiations, and farm pro-
grams. They work with producers
to prepare for and attend mediation
sessions and help them strategize
about bankruptcy and foreclosure.
Farm Advocates also provide guid-
ance on federal and state farm pro-
grams, and referrals for legal, so-

For more information
Please contact:

Ludvigson Tiling
1637 191st Avenue
Madison, MN 56256

320-598-3338
320-226-7022

www.ads-pipe.com

cial, and human services.

“Farmers are facing many finan-
cial pressures, from high input costs
to low market prices and everyday
living expenses, but they don’t have
to go it alone,” said MDA Commis-
sioner Thom Petersen. “If you feel
your farm operation slipping under-
water, it’s good to call a Farm Advo-
cate as soon as possible.”

The Farm Advocate Program has

been supported by the MDA since
1984 and was born out of the 1980s
farm crisis. Advocates have helped
thousands of Minnesota farmers
over the decades.

To learn more and find the clos-
est Farm Advocate, visit the MDA
website at www.mda.state.mn.us/
farmadvocates. Minnesota farmers
can directly contact a Farm Advo-
cate closest to them.

Laura Cullip*, Hutchinson - 320-296-1569
Ron Dvergsten, Thief River Falls - 612-686-5448

Dan Hunz, Waverly

- 763-772-6687

Ruth Ann Karty, Clarkfield - 320-361-9307

Brigit Lozinski, Slayton - 507-828-9955

Bruce Lubitz, Perham - 218-841-2090

Jim Molenaar, Central MN - 320-894-9124

Wayne Pike, Rochester - 507-251-1937

Wayne Schoper, New Ulm - 507-766-6677

Bob Stommes, St. Cloud - 320-443-5355

Friendly Vang-Johnson*, Minnetonka - 206-276-2284
Steve Zenk, Danube - 320-894-2517

St. James Electric, Inc.

Established in 1997
Our company serves a 60 mile radijus around St. James.

St James Electric takes great
pride in serving our farmers. We
stock many related products at
our business such as: feed line
parts, relays, feed sensors, limit
switches, curtain control parts,

grain handling contactors, disconn

ects, breakers and much more.

We have served our farmers in many aspects such as grain dryers,
confinement barns, grain handling augers, vacuum systems,
machine sheds and shops, three phase converters and bin sites.
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1 1st Street South, St. James, MN 56081
Phone: 507-375-5235 ¢ Fax: 507-375-5126
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Propane
Technologies
Offer New
Opportunities for
Modern Agriculture

By Jason Vance

When most farmers think of pro-
pane, grain drying and heating live-
stock buildings usually come to mind.
But according to Michael Newland
with the Propane Education and Re-
search Council (PERC), propane’s role
in agriculture is expanding well be-
yond those traditional uses.

Newland said the propane industry
is actively highlighting new technol-
ogies that can help farmers improve
efficiency, reliability and resilience on
their operations.

“We run a lot of irrigation engines
on propane,” Newland said. “You see
them across Kansas, Nebraska, Cal-
ifornia, down through the Mississip-
pi Delta and into Florida. Those are
some of the biggest areas for us.”

Beyond irrigation, propane is also
gaining traction in specialty and or-
ganic agriculture. Newland point-

ed to propane-powered weed control
systems that use flame to manage
weeds without chemicals. In Califor-
nia, propane-fueled systems are also
being used to heat water and inject
steam into soil to control nematodes
and sterilize weed seeds before plant-
ing, particularly in lettuce production.
Similar technology is expected to be
tested in strawberries in the near fu-
ture.

“It’s an interesting space,” Newland
said. “We’ve got a lot of propane avail-
able, and we're always looking for new
markets and new ways to use it in-
stead of just exporting that product.”

One area drawing increased atten-
tion is propane’s potential to relieve
pressure on the nation’s electrical
grid. Newland referenced a U.S. De-
partment of Energy report released
July 7 that warns of significantly in-
creased outage risks over the next two
to five years.

“They’re talking about outages go-
ing up dramatically in a five-year
span,” he said. “We’ve got a lot of old-
er power plants being retired, and all
this new Al technology uses a tremen-
dous amount of energy. That’s going
to be a major strain on the grid.”

For agriculture, reliable power is
critical. Farms operate on their own
schedules, not when electricity is
available, Newland noted. To address
that challenge, PERC is promoting
propane-powered generation systems
ranging from small 15-kilowatt units
suitable for homes or emergency back-
up to large systems producing one to
one-and-a-half megawatts that can tie
directly into the grid.

“These systems are already supple-
menting grid shortcomings in some
areas,” Newland said. “If you're put-
ting in a new livestock confinement

building or expanding your operation,
propane power can be the lifeblood
that keeps things running when the
grid goes down.”

To encourage adoption, the Propane
Education and Research Council is
offering financial incentives through
the Propane Farm Research Program
(PFRP). Farmers who invest in pro-
pane-powered equipment may qualify
for rebates of up to $10,000 per piece
of equipment, depending on the cate-
gory.

“We want farmers to know the pro-
pane industry is interested in their
success,” Newland said. “If you're
buying equipment around the farm
that runs on our fuel, we encourage
you to look into this program.”

More information, including pro-
gram rules and an online application,
is available at propane.com/pfrp
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Farm to Food Security
Grants Open

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture (MDA) is now accepting ap-
plications for the Farm to Food Secu-
rity Grant program. Established by
the Minnesota Legislature in 2025,
the program is modeled after the for-
mer federal Local Food Purchase As-
sistance Program and supports local
farmers and producers by funding
projects that purchase local food and
distribute it to Minnesotans experi-
encing food insecurity.

Individuals, nonprofit organiza-
tions, for-profit businesses, Tribal
governments, government entities,
agricultural cooperatives, econom-
ic development organizations, and

educational institutions are eligi-
ble to apply. The program supports
purchases of Minnesota-grown and
-raised foods including produce,
meats, and other whole, minimally
processed, and processed foods with
at least one primary ingredient that
is 80% grown or raised in Minneso-
ta. Grant funds may only be used for
food distributions that take place in
Minnesota.

“This program connects Minneso-
ta grown food with people who need
it, while helping small farmers build
new markets and stable income,”
said MDA Commissioner Thom Pe-
tersen. “We modeled it after a federal
program that demonstrated real im-
pact, and I appreciate the bipartisan

/ \

,'Mdln Sleepy Eye, MN
507, 794:3301—
Starkfarmers.com.

work at the Legislature that made
this program possible in Minnesota.”

The MDA may award up to $1.3
million in total funding for this pro-
gram through a competitive review
process. Applicants may request be-
tween $20,000 and $100,000, with a
dollar-for-dollar match required on
all funds over $50,000. This is a reim-
bursement grant, meaning awardees
will need to pay for the project costs
first, then submit receipts after the
contract is signed in order to receive
reimbursement.

Full grant eligibility requirements
and application details are available
on the MDA’s Farm to Food Security
webpage. Applications are due by 4
p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, 2026.

CENTRAL FARM SERVICE

Learn More >

Livestock Feed &
Feed Production

Agronomy &
Precision Agriculture

Grain Marketing
& Facilities

Propane, Bulk Fuel,
Grease, D.EF & Oil

cfscoop.com

CH-4349050
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GROWING YOUR LEGACY

Investment Planning Rooted in Agriculture

Evan Wilson knows farming because he lives

it. Raised on a farm near Clarkfield and still

active in his family’s operation today, Evan

brings 20+ years of Ag Finance expertise to

your farm or agri-business.

« Retirement Planning: Will you be ready when it’s
time to step out of the cab?

« Farm Succession: Ensuring your farm is passed
on to the next generation. *

v Investment Management: Diversifying your
wealth beyond the fence line.

« Tax-Efficient Strategies: Keeping more of what
you work so hard to grow.

Evan Wilson, MBA, CFP"’
Senior Financial Advisor/Partner

truejourney.com
Phone: (320) 403-4001
Email: evan@truejourney.com

Offices in Willmar &
Granite Falls

You've spent your life building the farm.
Let’s work together to grow it..

Scan to learn about more Evan. ’ T R U E
Call or e-mail today to setup a J OU R N EY

Advisors | Investments | Retirement | Planning

no cost initial consultation.

Our Team of Insurance
Professionals Putting
Your Needs First!

‘Proudly serving ag families in
Sleepy Eye and the surrounding

areas for tnore than 90 years! &

Farm, Auto, Grop and Health

Q@iFiRsT sECURITY

AGENCY

= MN Insuarance License #40262789

113 1st Ave. N ¢ Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
Y Office: 507-794-2156 * Fax 507-794-5142
www.firstsecurityagency.net
email: info@firstsecurityagency.net
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Farmfest Organizers Plan for
Large Crowds in 2026

Planning for Minnesota Farmfest
is well underway for the 2026 season.
The show is scheduled for August 4, 5,
and 6. IDEAg Group, the event’s plan-
ning team, is preparing for one of the
largest events in several years.

In honor of America’s 250th anni-
versary, Farmfest is going to cele-
brate the role ag has played through-
out America’s history. Attendees can
expect a showcase and demonstration
of modern farming equipment and a
festival environment including spe-
cial food and drinks. Members of the
military are granted free entry to the
show.

The annual Farmfest Forums will
welcome candidates running in hot-
ly-contested U.S. congressional and

" MARCH 2026

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION MONTH

= Sales Run March 1 through March 31*> 2026

15% OFF
PROVEN TO PERFORM s

QI FLEETGUARD FILTERS - =

The skid steer rodeo is back for its
second year. Attendees can sign up to
drive a skid steer through an obstacle
course to compete for the fastest time,
prizes and bragging rights through

Minnesota gubernatorial races. Fo-
rums are scheduled for Tuesday, Aug.
4 and Wednesday, Aug. 5. This year’s
Forum is sponsored by the Minnesota
Farm Bureau Foundation.

MAXIMIZE

2026.

Equipment for the event is provided
by sponsors from Kibble Equipment,
Sanco Equipment, Ziegler Ag Equip-
ment and Prime Attachments.

Organizers are planning for family
fun events as well. The Kids’ Zone is
returning with games and activities
as well as the annual kids’ pedal pull
event — including a new competition
for parents using adult-sized pedal
tractors.

Attendees should visit Farmfest.
com periodically throughout the
spring and summer to find out more
as plans take shape. Agribusinesses
looking to secure space at the trade
show can also visit Farmfest.com for
more information

AVI\G & EX(-AVATIN(, IN(,
' New Ulm, Mn

®

VIELDPOTENTIAL

-~ i ¥ 7.
MILLER SELLNER

SLEEPY EYE  BINGHAM LAKE  SLAYTON FAIRMONT
507-794-2131 507-831-1106  507-836-8571  507-235-3358
WWW.MILLERSELLNER COM

LUBRICANTS
5% BACK

Inthe form of a statement credit when you
cumulatively spend $1,000 or more during the
offer period on qualifying OEM lubricants using

3 your Productivity Plus Account
Productivi
PR
CASE IH BULK OIL SALE

30-gal Minimum. In-store price you pick up

BULK DELIVERY OIL SALE

30-gal Minimum
Various gallon sizes available.
See store for details.

Max discount of $500 per customer
Instant Rebate give at time of purchase March 1%, 2026 through April 30", 2026

BULK DIESEL
EXHAUST FLUID

100 gallons or more.

Call for price

CASE IH OPENER
DISC ASSEMBLIES

Offer available March 1%, 2026 through April 30", 2026

10% OFF

ALL BOBCAT PARTS

March 2026 Sales

"Quality Service...On Time

2020 North Spring St., New Ulm, MN 56073-0787
(507)354-4171 www.mrpaving.com

e Sand ¢ Gravel °
* Recyled Blacktop & Concrete Products
* Delivery Service * Asphalt Paving
* Basement Excavation
e Landscaping * Sewer & Water Services.

* Sitework ¢ Clearing ° Tile Repair
* Building & Bin Pads
* Demolition Work and a Demolition Disposal Landfill

Rock
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DESIGN
& BUILD
your new grain
handling site
with future
expansion in
mind

EXPAND
your current
grain handling
site to better
suit your
needs.

SALES & SERVICE
BR08A121600

THE DRYER DOCTORS

Can help with all your grain handing needs.

7039 Hwy. 7 SW « Montevideo, MN 56265
Monday-Friday: 8:00 AM-4:30 PM

UPGRADE | HELP YOU
your existing find a grain
equipment for | dryer that will
piece of mind | suit your needs
now and in the
future.

GRAIN
DRYER
SERVICE
during &
through har-
vest, 7days a

PRE

SEASON
your FFl or GSI
grain dryer to
ensure it will
be ready

Call today
for early ‘

5 order
y dlscounts' ;

thedryerdoctors com thedryerdoctors@gmail.com

g

oy
HOMETOWN

INSURANCE

Home | Auto | Health | Life | Commercial | Farm | Investments

Contact us in Redwood Falls
722 E Bridge Street | (507) 637-8366

Request a Free Quote!/—N
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Handeland Chiropractic *
| |
20-669-1

‘&‘ 3 dcgndgfd@ggmai&go

www.handelandchiro.com
Brad Handeland, D.C., CKTP
713 Prentice Street « Granite Falls, MN 56241

o
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Need more storage for your farm operat:on?

—. SNOWLOAD
Northland Buldings offer qualty,long lasfing ~ WARRANTY
protection for your farm machinery, vestock

and equipment at an affordable price!
MN Lic #BC048615

@orthland
Buildings)) 800-736-4510

northlandbuildings.com

\!

Inc.

PREFERRED
Al SUPPLY,

Now offering See & Spray targeted in crop spraying

Crop Protection - Custom Application

507-276-3312
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Tate wehor

P.O. Box 161 Maynard, MN
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tmueller2023@outiook.com

CH-4217750

GRANITE FALLS
ENERGY

15045 Hwy 23 SE | PO Box 216 Granite Falls, MN 56241
Phone: (320) 564-3100
www.granitefallsenergy.com

Interested in learning more about our
corn programs? Call our office today at

(320) 564-3100 to get more information.
You can also sign up for our daily cash bid
text messages and emails!

Equal Opportunity Employer nfacebonk @ GFELLC

20 FLOZ

We're here to help you

GROW YOUR LEGACY.

Scott Kodet Tom Madson
(507) 637-1015 (507) 637-1004
skodet@myHT.bank tmadson@myHT.bank

NMLS #2092301

v Operating Lines of Credit
v Land & Expansion Loans
v Farm Real Estate Loans
v Cash Management Solutions
v Quick, Local Decision-Making

Visit Us! 1000 E Cook Street, Redwood Falls MN 56283

M HOMETOWN

oy BANK
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Water is the best choice.
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CULLIGAN OF WESTERN MINNESOTA
Montevideo/Granite Falls Area: 320-269-8838
Benson/Morris Area: 320-842-5851

CulliganWaterMinnesota.com
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US Grains Council Director Highlights
Trends in Corn, Soybean Markets

By Jason Vance

The U.S. corn and soybean markets
continue to face challenges amid chang-
ing trade dynamics, according to An-
drew Brandt, director of trade policy
with the U.S. Grains and Bioproducts
Council.

“Right now, there’s a lot of consterna-
tion about what’s going on with trade,”
Brandt said. “Soy had a tough summer
with the Chinese market, and sorghum
faced similar challenges. Farmers are
closely watching how these trade issues

develop.”
Brandt noted that long-term trends
are shifting toward sustainability.

Global customers increasingly seek in-
formation on the environmental impact
of crops, including carbon footprints and
nutrient management.

“To remain competitive with produc-
ers in South America and elsewhere,
U.S. farmers not only need to grow high-
yield corn but also demonstrate the
lowest environmental impact,” Brandt
explained. “Our Corn Sustainability
Assurance Protocol (CSAP), now in its

third year, helps farmers provide this
information to buyers worldwide.”

The CSAP program tracks and veri-
fies sustainable practices, from field to
market. It originated from a conversa-
tion among farmers within the council,
Brandt said, and has since gained inter-
national adoption.

Brandt emphasized the role of trace-
ability in meeting consumer demand.
“Traceability for corn and soy isn’t dif-
ficult technically—it just requires keep-
ing crops segregated—but the challenge
is finding buyers willing to support the

{YReinke

Revolutionizing irrigation is what we do,
That’s why we’re proud to introduce E3™,

the first precision series of center pivot systems.

To learn more about E3, explore the full scope
of its innovative features and availability,
visit www.discoverE3.com.

DISCOVER BEYOND
HPOSSIBLE

: chroepfer Ag Service
Sleepy Eye, MN
(507) 766-9590

www.schroepferagservice.com

Robyn Aslesen
Financial Associate

\  320-268-5718
Connect with me: @@

thrivent

certification marks.

Anytie you'd like to explre your financial goals, I'm here to help.
Reach out when you're ready to get started.

ADVICE + INVESTMENTS + INSURANCE + BANKING + GENEROSITY

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Center for Financial Planning, Inc. owns and licenses
the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER®, and CFP® (with plaque design) in
the United States to Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc., which authorizes individuals
who successfully complete the organization’s initial and ongoing certification requirements to use the

' Plan your
— finances

- for the
ones in
your heart.

28304 R5-25

costs,” he said.

The council works with both corpo-
rate grain companies and farmer mem-
bers, including state corn grower associ-
ations and national sorghum groups, to
address these market needs. Offices in
Japan, Korea, Central and Latin Amer-
ica help develop demand and maintain
U.S. competitiveness in the global mar-
ketplace.

“Many farmers may not see the work
we do overseas, but it’s critical in repre-
senting U.S. corn and sorghum global-
ly,” Brandt said.

MATHIOWETZ
CONSTRUCTION $

507.794.6953

Visit us: www.mathiowetzconst.com
An Equal Opp: ity Affi ive Action Employ

FORWARD THINKING MAKES WHAT WE DO
OUR MISSION

To Build a Better Future for Teammates, Family and Communities.

GROUNDBREAKING

Tiling - Terraces - Demolition - Grading

Tree Clearing - Riprap - Screening
Hauling - Aggregates - Rentals - Repairs
Diesel and Agricultural Equipment Rental

Lahd

Since 1946, Hertz Farm Management, Inc. has been a trusted partner for
farmland owners. Combining local, personalized attention with proven
farmland real estate, rural appraisal, and farm management services,

1

You Do.

cﬂHerIz‘ 507-345-5263 « www.Hertz.ag
|, |

Farm Management, Inc.
CH-4348810

151 St Andrews Ct, Ste #1310 Mankato MN
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= DOT Inspections
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= Hydraulic Hoses
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Strategic Farming: Let’s talk crops! Discussed news
from the grain markets, FINBIN, USDA, and the Farm Bill

University of Minnesota Extension

Low commodity prices and high input
costs have squeezed farm finances. We
welcomed North Dakota State Universi-
ty Crop Economist Dr. Frayne Olson and
Nathan Hulinsky, UMN Extension edu-
cator-ag business management. They
discussed what they're seeing in the
markets, data, and the Farm Bill and
their implications for the ag economy.

Nathan Hulinsky began the program
with a look at Minnesota’s total agricul-
tural row crop production. He shared
2023, 2024, and 2025 crop production
data to demonstrate the scale of each
crop produced within the state.

The national rankings for Minnesota
crops are impressive: Minnesota grows
the fourth-largest corn crop, third-larg-
est soybean crop, tenth-largest hay crop,
and third-largest wheat crop. Minnesota
is the national leader in sugar beet and

oat production, while ranking second
overall in dry edible bean production.

Minnesota corn producers broke the
200 bushel ceiling for the first time in
2025 with a yield of 201 bushels per acre
on 8.9 million planted acres. The yields
of all leading Minnesota acreage crops
were strong in 2025 compared to 2023
and 2024 production levels.

While yields are trending up, overall
farm profits have been trending down.
Minnesota farm financials are closely
tracked by the University of Minneso-
ta’s Farm Financial Database (FINBIN)
“2024 Minnesota farm profits were the
lowest on record going back twenty
years,” shared Nathan Hulinsky, “2025
data is not yet finalized. It may show
the benefit of increased crop yields but it
depends on where input and commodity
prices end up”.

Some avenues for financial relief were
discussed. Farmer Bridge payments will

- Drive-in Service on Tractors & Pickups
- Pump & Injector Repair
* Turbo Replacement
* On-the-Farm Service
- Retail outlet for Fuel Conditioners
& Pickup Batteries
- |
7030 Co. Rd. 15 SW, Montevideo
320-269-2149

be made on a per acre amount based
on 2025 planted acres, covering up to
35% of the expected loss for the planted
crop. Some of the acre payment amounts
were: Corn $44.36, soybean $30.88,
spring wheat $39.35, and oats $81.75.
It is noteworthy that MN is the number
one state nationally in oat production.

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBB-
BA) passed in July of 2025 had many im-
portant changes for crop producers that
historically had been addressed in the
Farm Bill. All crop commodity reference
prices had a 10%-20% increase in the
OBBBA over the 2018 Farm Bill.

Sign-up for the Agriculture Risk Cov-
erage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs is expected to open at
the end of the calendar year. However,
Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) sign-up
is currently open for risk management
in dairy production.

The title of Dr. Frayne Olson’s presen-

tation was: “Buckle Up! 2026 Crop Mar-
ket and Trade Outlook.” He expanded on
Nathan Hulinsky’s presentation with a
look at domestic and international grain
markets.

United States 2025 corn production
established a new national record for to-
tal bushels, surpassing the previous re-
cord yield by 1.7 billion bushels. “To put
this in perspective, this corn surplus is
about the same as the total annual size
of the United States wheat crop”, shared
Dr. Olson.

Luckily for corn producers, corn de-
mand is up at least to the degree of in-
creased stocks. Domestic feed uses of
corn are strong, even above historical
highs in the early 2000s. Ethanol uses
show fairly stable corn consumption
across recent years. The biggest positive
news is from exports. Total U.S. corn

Continued on next page

DRAINAGE/TILING
Serving the region for 50+ years!

Van Heuveln
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< Call'for an estimate.
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* Kevin 320-979-1522
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exports to the globe are 30% above last
marketing year’s pace, and last year was
a record.

Mexico is the largest customer for
U.S. corn and they have increased buy-
ing from the U.S. significantly year-over-
year. More calves are being fed in Mex-
ico due to the New World screwworm
outbreak. Calves which were typically
finished on feed in the United States will
now need to be finished in Mexico due to
the cattle biosecurity blockade.

Soybean market fundamentals were
reviewed as well. The crush volume of
soybeans in the United States continues
to increase year-over-year with exist-
ing plants running at capacity and new
plants in the Dakotas and other areas
which are coming online. This domestic
crush increase is good news for soybean
producers.

However, the U.S. soybean export
market has been soft compared to the
last four years. A little more price vol-
atility in soybean markets than in corn
markets currently but the chances of a
sustained rally for United States soy-
beans decrease as we enter into the Bra-
zilian harvest season and a sideways
trading pattern is predicted.

For more information from University
of Minnesota Extension, visit extension.
umn.edu/crop-production.

Efficiency, nutrient
management key
agronomy lessons from
2025 season

By Jason Vance

As producers look back on the 2025
growing season and prepare for 2026,
agronomic efficiency — particularly
nitrogen management — stands out
as one of the most important lessons
learned, according to Cody Hornaday
of Koch Agronomic Services.

Hornaday said tighter farm eco-
nomics have sharpened the focus on
making every input count, especially
fertilizer dollars.

“When you think about it from a
fertility perspective, specifically ni-
trogen, making sure we're using all
of the pounds of nitrogen that we’re
applying is one of the most critical

things,” Hornaday said.

In several regions during the 2025
season, excessive moisture led to
significant nitrogen losses through
leaching and denitrification. Horna-
day said those losses resulted in yield
limitations because nitrogen was no
longer available to the crop through
black layer.

To combat those losses moving for-
ward, Hornaday emphasized the im-
portance of stabilizing nitrogen with
nitrification inhibitors.

“Ensuring nitrogen remains in the
root zone all the way to black layer is
critical,” Hornaday said, noting that
wet conditions across much of the
country made this especially import-

ant in 2025.

Hornaday also pointed to nitrogen
losses tied to June weather conditions,
when many growers applied topdress
urea. Without timely rainfall, volatil-
ization losses were common.

“In those situations, urease inhibi-
tors can help slow volatilization losses
until incorporating rainfall occurs,”
he said.

Beyond nitrogen, Hornaday said
growers should be cautious about
cutting micronutrient applications as
they manage input costs.

“When nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium are dialed in, you're really

Continued on page 22
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Small Engine Sales & Service
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For all your electrical needs...
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Never be without electricity again!

Sleepy Eye Electric Go.

204 12th Ave. NE Sleepyv Eve, MN
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FREE
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Minnesota

Area Farmers [ o

members
gather for
Lobby Day

Submitted

More than 80 Minnesota Farmers
Union (MFU) members traveled to
St. Paul on March 3 for MFU’s Lobby
Day.

Members met with nearly 40 poli-
cymakers, including Lt. Gov. Peggy
Flanagan, Secretary of State Steve
Simon, Assistant Attorney General
Elizabeth Odette, Agriculture Com-
missioner Thom Petersen, Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Commis-
sioner Sarah Strommen, Revenue
Commissioner Paul Marquart, Senate
Agriculture Committee Chair Aric
Putnam and House Agriculture Com-
mittee Co-Chair Rick Hansen.

Members spoke to policymakers
about four key areas of concern:

Supporting farmers during this dif-
ficult financial time by fully funding
the Rural Finance Authority (RFA),
and reauthorizing and strengthening
the Farmer Lender Mediation pro-
gram.

Lowering healthcare costs and im-
proving access, including by expand-
ing public healthcare programs to
cover every Minnesotan, capping in-

surance costs, lowering drug prices,
investing in rural Emergency Medical
Services and opposing efforts to pri-
vatize healthcare programs.

Investing in the next generation of
farmers by fully funding the Begin-
ning Farmer Tax Credit.

Expanding programs that fight
hunger and support new markets, in-
cluding the Local Food Purchase As-
sistance program and Farm to School.

“Thank you to the more than 80
members who took time out of their
schedule to come to St. Paul to meet
with legislators and other state lead-
ers,” said MFU President Gary Wer-
tish. “Lobby Day is a great opportuni-
ty for members to share their concerns
with lawmakers and advocate for poli-
cies that will help them succeed.”

“When members show up and share
their experiences, they strengthen
our democracy,” said MFU Vice Pres-
ident Anne Schwagerl. “Lobby Day
builds lasting, working relationships
between Farmers Union members
and the people who represent them. It
ensures rural voices are heard where
decisions are made and helps shape a
state that works for families, farmers
and their communities.”

DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE
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looking for the next limiting factor,”
he said. “If micronutrients are that
limiting factor and you skip them,
you're losing yield.”

Hornaday said properly managed
micronutrient applications help en-
sure crops have access to essential
nutrients needed to maximize yield
potential.

Looking ahead to 2026, Hornaday
encouraged producers to rely on soil
and tissue testing to guide nutrient
decisions and ensure balanced fertil-
ity programs.

“Managing with soil tests and tis-
sue tests helps ensure plants have
everything they need,” he said. “That
includes stabilizing nitrogen against
all forms of loss and making sure mi-
cronutrients are covered as well.”

By focusing on nutrient efficiency
and protecting fertilizer investments,
Hornaday said growers can improve
return on investment while position-
ing crops for maximum yield potential
in the year ahead.

Running Out of Storage Space?
Build Storage That Works as Hard as
You Do.

FLADEBOE LAND

Services We Offer:
Auctions ¢ Listings ¢ Private Sale Negotiations
Complimentary Consultations ¢ Appraisals

F mre inforation call
Kristine: 320-212-9379
Glen: 651-208-3262 Dale: 320-894-9392

For More Information Visit:

FladeboelLand.com
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E AG

TOTAL TIRE SERVICE TRUCK & TRAILER
ALL MAKES & MODELS SALES & SERVICE
« Firestone - Kelly » Engine Overhaul - Fuel system
+ Michelin____- Mounting, balance, alignment + Transmission - Electrical

» Good Year - Tire repair
» Goodrich - Service calls

+ Clutch repair + Refrigeration
- Towing

Transfer Pumps Dragline Pumps

Call to schedule your Federal &
Minnesota DOT Inspections or for your
truck & trailer repair needs.

a“ . . -y ()
Because we offer more than just diesel repair ’ ‘ ’ n

N T e T ©07.57/5.55/( * dodausa.com

Highway 60 & County Road 12 St. James, MN* 255 16th Street South
800-891-2261 - www.olsen-truck-service-center.com St James, MN

. Ask us about our free 30-day equipment trial.




Fastest and §
Most Effective ssiu.'l-vzx F ea tu r es

Transport MANURE OFIFLOAD TRAILER

t

S.S. Baffles

18” Flared

Extension A .
w/. sp"'ng 8" x 30' Boom L.E.D Work LIghtS
Loaded e

225° Rotation

o o . oL A iy 1 =V J
Key Features & Specifications My ifect Driye.
Designed for efficiency, durability, and performance, this = [ Sprocket " |
system delivers dependable operation across a wide range of 7 RS Bl skl

Gate Valve
applications.

- o

A.R. Steel Impeller New Fenders, Air Lines \\lk

Housing Hydraulic and Wiring/Electric
Drive

Performance

- 8” regular and high flow options

+ 8” System Capacity: 2,600-3,400 GPM
« Tank Sizes: 5,000-10,000 gallons

Construction

« Double Conical Trailers for improved flow and stability e -

- Stainless Steel Barrels for long-term durability and corrosion MANURE OFFLOAD TRAILER
resistance : :

Operation Easy to use
- 30’ Boom Length for extended reach Control

« Reliable Hydraulic Controls for smooth operation
- Remote & Manual Hydraulic Options available

| 316 4TH STREET PO BOX 34
"n ' ’ : A \ I COURTLAND MN, 56021

Customization
« Custom Configurations Available to meet your specific needs 507.359.4230
@EEIIENB)  \vw.cOURTLANDWASTE.COM

« Top Spread Option available




