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USDA Declares Minnesota Dairy
Herds Unaffected by H5N1 Virus

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Change comes after four consecutive
months of no detections

After four straight months of testing
raw milk samples from Minnesota cow
dairy farms for the avian influenza A
(H5N1) virus without any detections,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) has changed Minnesota’s
status from Affected to Unaffected in
their National Milk Testing Strategy
(NMTS).

That means that the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture (MDA) will
reduce how frequently it tests milk
samples from once a month to approx-
imately once every two months. Fed-
eral restrictions on animal movement
between states remain in effect.

In February 2025 the MDA, in co-
operation with the Minnesota Board

of Animal Health (BAH), joined the
NMTS to begin conducting H5N1 virus
surveillance and prevent its spread
to unaffected dairy herds and poultry
flocks.

“We and the Board are extremely
grateful for the dairy industry’s co-
operation in achieving this import-
ant milestone and for supporting the
health and vitality of Minnesota’s live-
stock and poultry industries,” MDA
Commissioner Thom Petersen said.

After one case of H5N1 was detected
in a dairy herd in March, there have
been no other Minnesota detections.
The USDA approved Minnesota’s sta-
tus change on August 22.

The MDA may further reduce test-
ing frequency if results continue to
show no detections through the fall,
but continued monitoring is required

until all 50 states have reached Unaf-
fected Status.

Dairy farmers don’t have to do any-
thing to help with sampling or testing,
as they are done in cooperation with
industry laboratories who routinely
test for other purposes.

While H5N1 is still an emerging
disease in dairy cattle, most affect-
ed herds in the U.S. have fully recov-
ered. This is good news for the dairy
industry, but H5N1 remains deadly in
poultry and capable of causing human
illness. It is important to prevent the
spread of the virus whenever it is de-
tected in livestock animals.

If tests detect H5N1 in a dairy herd,
the MDA or BAH assigns a case man-
ager to guide the farm through the re-
sponse, which includes a quarantine
period and follow-up testing.

FEY'S

PETROLEUM, INC.

SERVING THE FARM AND
HOME ENERGY NEEDS OF
AMILIES FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

DOOLEYPETRO.COM

D

FORWARD THIKING MAKES WHAT WEDO GROUNDBREAKING:;

OUR MISSION To Build a Better Future for Teammates,
Family and Communities.

Tiling - Terraces - Demolition - Grading
Tree Clearing - Riprap - Screening

Hauling - Aggregates - Rentals - Repairs
Diesel and Agricultural Equipment Rental

507.794.6953

Visit us: www.mathiowetzconst.com @°

An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer

MATHIOWETZ
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Working with students one-on-one on student and industry partner equipment is just
one of the reasons that Ridgewater’s Agriculture Equipment Mechanic program recently
received national recognition. The program was named the National Association of Ag
Educators (NAAE) Outstanding Post-Secondary Program for Region 3, a six-state region.

Submitted

Ridgewater Agriculture
Equipment Mechanic Program
Receives National Honor

Submitted

Ridgewater College’s
Agriculture Equipment
Mechanic program has
been named the Na-
tional Association of Ag
Educators (NAAE) Out-
standing  Post-Second-
ary Program for Region
3.

NAAE recognizes in-
dividuals and programs
committed to advancing
agriculture and cultivat-
ing the next generation
of agricultural educa-
tors. Region 3 includes
Minnesota, North and
South Dakota, Wiscon-
sin, Iowa, and Nebraska.

The Outstanding Post-
secondary  Agriculture

Program Award honors
post-secondary insti-
tutions, farm business
management programs,
full-time young farmers,
and adult agricultural
education programs that
are developing humble
leaders energized by
shaping the future of ag-
riculture one student or
adult at a time.

“Our Ag Equipment
Mechanic instructors
are deeply committed to
the success of our stu-
dents with a focus on
ensuring each student
receives a high-quality
education and the sup-
port they need to thrive,”
said Ridgewater’'s Mike
Kutzke, Vice President

of Academic Affairs.
“Their dedication is ev-
ident in the strong re-
lationships they build
with students.” He com-
mended instructors Jon
Barka, Erik Hoff, and
Randy Barka for their
commitment to student
success, industry part-
nerships, and continu-
ous improvement.
Award criteria includ-
ed a program narrative
and supporting mate-
rials from the past five
years, program design
and development goals,
effective classroom and
lab instruction, expe-

RIDGEWATER
See Page 5

Call to schedule your Federal &
Minnesota DOT Inspections or for your
truck & trailer repair needs.

DEPENDABLE | AFFORDABLE | PROFESSIONAL, FRIENDLY SERVICE

8 See OTSC for all your farm tire and truck tire needs!

We offer all lines
of tires for pickups

and automobiles,
—tire-equipment-anc
service!

_ WE ARE YOUR
FIRESTONE AG
__TIRE DEALER!

TOTAL TIRE SERVICE TRUCK & TRAILER TOWING & ROADSIDE
ALL MAKES & MODELS SALES & SERVICE ASSISTANCE
- Firestone - Mounting, . Engine . Towing . Jump starts
|- Michelin— ba - ystem — - Flat tires
- Good Year alignment - Transmission - Electrical - Accidents
- Goodrich - Tire repair » Clutch repair - Refrigeration - Light & heavy towing
- Kelly - Service calls

|_“Because we offer more than just diesel repair”_

OLSEN TRUCK SERVICE CENTER
Highway 60 & County Road 12 St. James, MN*
800-891-2261 - www.olsen-truck-service-center.com
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guidance

University of Minnesota Extension

As fall approaches and farms pre-
pare to welcome the public for season-
al celebrations such as fairs, harvest
festivals, and apple picking, health
and safety remain a top priority. Uni-
versity of Minnesota Extension has
updated biosecurity and public health
guidelines to ensure that on-farm pro-
grams, whether educational or for en-
tertainment, continue to thrive while
protecting people, animals, and farms.

These protocols are more than good
practice; they're essential. By reducing
the risk of disease spread between hu-
mans and animals, they safeguard an-
imal health, uphold public confidence
in agricultural spaces, and reflect the
host’s commitment to science-based
risk management.

Whether you’re planning an inter-
active petting zoo or a morning of an-
imals sprinkled into a yoga practice,
here’s what to keep in mind:

Separate public and animal
production or living areas

* Maintain a distance of at least 30
feet and ideally 50 feet or more be-
tween visitors and animal housing.

+ Clearly mark and enforce a line
of separation between where animals
live and where guests are allowed to
roam. This might include an addition-

al fence gate, cones, or an entryway
with signage that reads, “You're enter-
ing an animal zone.”

* Designate meal and activity areas
in clean, dry spaces well away from
livestock zones. Mud, manure, and
feed residue should be kept out of pub-
lic sight.

Design tours for safety and educa-
tion

* Market your event as an educa-
tional experience, rather than a stan-
dard farm tour.

* Use alternatives like “windshield
tours,” virtual GoPro walk-throughs,
or barn tours via wagon, where partic-
ipants remain on board, to minimize
exposure to production zones.

« If feasible, bring animals to a sep-
arate display area rather than leading
guests into barns or pastures.

+ In cases where foot traffic must
overlap with farm operations, provide
boot covers or sanitize footwear before
and after entry.

Engage minds while promoting

safety

* Use the event as an opportunity to
raise awareness about biosecurity; ex-
plain why animal health matters and
how humans can contribute to it.

* Post signs or share brief presenta-
tions about how these precautions pro-
tect both animals and humans.

Biosecurity and public health
for on-farm events

* Encourage visitors to arrive in
freshly laundered clothes and clean
footwear, especially if they’ve been on
other farms recently.

Invest in hygiene and
infrastructure

* Provide ample hand washing sta-
tions that are conveniently placed and
well-stocked, allowing guests to clean
up regularly during their visit.

* Ensure all enclosed public areas

have good ventilation.

+ Encourage all staff, volunteers,
and attendees to stick to the “clean
clothes, clean shoes” mantra.

By proactively planning around
these guidelines, you're not only keep-
ing your farm and visitors safe, but
you're also demonstrating leadership
in agricultural education and commu-
nity health.

Let’s make fall 2025 both memora-
ble and mindful.

MAGES

Muun COMPANY AND AUCTION SERYICE LLC

Land * Farm ° Real Estate * Machinery * Personal Property

1. We offer the traditional private sale of real estate or the auction method.
Huge mailing lists of buyers for real estate and auctions of all types.

3.  Proven marketing methods and unique ideas to greatly increase the value

of your real estate.

4. Confidential, Courteous & Committed Agents, Auctioneers and Staff
Call Southern Minnesotas Leading
Real Estate and Auction Service
Matt Mages 507-276-7002 o magesland.com

CH-3058210

WANTED

DAMAGED CORN, SOYBEANS, AND WHEAT.
Any condition. Will pick up.

Cell: 507-430-5770
Email: allen@doubleainc.om
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Know Where, When to Apply Fall Nitrogen Fertilizer

Minnesota Department
of Agriculture

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture (MDA)
reminds farmers and com-
mercial applicators that fall
nitrogen fertilizer applica-
tions are restricted in some
areas of the state. Under the
MDA’s Groundwater Protec-
tion Rule, fall nitrogen fertil-
izer application is prohibited
in vulnerable areas of Minne-
sota based on environmental
concerns or risks. Areas with

RIDGEWATER

coarse-textured soils, shallow
soils to bedrock, or karst ge-
ology are the most vulnerable
to nitrate-nitrogen loss and
groundwater contamination.
The restrictions begin Sept.
1 each year. Farmers are en-
couraged to check the online
map before fall application to
determine if their fields are
subject to these restrictions.
For more information on the
restrictions outlined in the
Groundwater Protection Rule,
visit mda.state.mn.us/nfr.

In other areas of the state
where fall nitrogen fertiliz-
er application is allowed, the
MDA advises farmers and
commercial applicators to
check soil temperatures and
wait until the average soil
temperature reaches 50 de-
grees F or cooler before apply-
ing fertilizer. Research shows
that delaying fall application
of anhydrous ammonia and
urea fertilizer, as well as ma-
nure, reduces nitrogen loss,
protects water quality, and

ensures more nitrogen will
be available for next season’s
crop.

To assist tracking soil tem-
perature, the MDA provides
access to real-time, 4- and
6-inch soil temperatures at
70 locations across the state.
View the interactive map to
find the current 6-inch soil
temperature and the past
week’s history.

Although the soil tempera-
ture network was established
to support application of ni-

trogen fertilizer, it is equally
useful for those applying ma-
nure in the fall. University of
Minnesota Extension recom-
mends the same temperature
delay (after soil temperature
is below 50 degrees F) to pre-
vent leaching losses.

For more information on
the Six-inch Soil Tempera-
ture Network visit mda.state.
mn.us/soiltemp.

From Page 3

riential learning, lead-
ership development,
partnerships, market-
ing, photos, professional
growth, and more.

The program began in
2017 as the Agriculture
Power and Equipment
Technician program and
changed its name to Ag-
riculture Equipment
Mechanic in 2024. The

same year. It is one of
11 of Ridgewater’s Agri-
culture Department pro-
grams.

“This award means a
lot to our program be-
cause it recognizes the
hard work our students
put in every day and
the strong partnerships
we have with industry,”

sure our graduates are
ready to succeed in the
ag equipment field.”
“Every day, I get to
teach students who are
excited about agricul-
ture and want to learn
the skills to keep things
running,” instructor Jon
Barka shared. “Being
recognized by the NAAE
shows that what we do

to Ridgewater, but to the
businesses and commu-
nities that depend on
us.”

Instructors Hoff, Bar-

ka, and Barka will be

formally recognized at
the NAAE Conference
in Nashville, TN, in De-
cember. To learn more
about Ridgewater’s Ag-
riculture Equipment

Mechanic program, go
to www.ridgewater.edu/
agmechanic.

Yesterday, today and tomorrow.
We're dedicated to growing stronger

said Ridgewater instruc-
tor Randy Barka. “To-
gether, we're making

together and planting roots for the future.

in the shop and class-
room matters — not just

program received for-
mal accreditation that

Bob Schmid

Director of Business Services

SouthP\Mt

Financial Credit Union
EMPOWERING PEOPLE TO ENHANCE LIVES.

877-794-6712
southpointfinancial.com
Federally Insured
by NCUA
Equal Housing
Opportunity

orth Star

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Cottonwood, MN

whether you are a small farm or a large operation, our experienced staff will

Wanda State Bank is locally owned, and knows the needs of the community
work with you to find the solution to fit your needs.

Minnesota’s #1
Farm Insurer

Protecting 75,000 farms
across the Midwest

We are your full service, locally owned business.

." Wanda State Bank
' ' Investing in People

Wanda, MN e Franklin, MN
Wanda Location: 507-550-1678 Franklin Location: 507-557-2233
www.wandastatebank.com

Free online and
mobile banking with
mobile deposit

www.northstarmutual.com

Member FDIC
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13th International Hemp Building
Symposium on October 3-5

Submitted

The 13th Internation-
al Hemp Building Sym-
posium will take place
on Oct. 3-5 at the Lower
Sioux Indian Reserva-
tion, organized by the In-
ternational Hemp Build-
ing Association (IHBA).

THBA symposiums
are famous for bringing
together experts and in-
novators from around
the world to share the
latest ideas and projects
in hemp construction.
It’s also the best place to
meet others working in
this growing and excit-
ing field. This is the big-
gest event in the world

focused on building with
hemp.

The three-day event
will include speakers
from many countries
sharing new research,
test results, and real-life
building projects. You
will also hear from peo-
ple working with hemp
on the ground, sharing
their experience from
completed or upcoming
projects. There will be a
site visit to local hemp
building projects where
you can see for yourself
how this sustainable
material is being used.

The event is hosted by
the Lower Sioux Indian

Community, together
with Americhanvre, a
leading US hemp build-
ing company with our
main sponsor Ereasy.
Morton is a small town
in Minnesota near Red-
wood Falls and known
for its natural beauty
and cultural history.
It’s a great place to ex-
plore sustainable build-
ing solutions and con-
nect with others who
care about the future of
construction. The Sym-
posium language is En-
glish.

This year’s event will
be held at Jackpot Junc-
tion Casino Hotel in

THE SERVICES WE OFFER 7 DAYS A WEEK:
» Well System Updating

« Drill New
« Service Existing
« Irrigation

» Geothermal Drilling
« Waterline Installation
« Water Chlorination

Keeping You Supplied with
W3 vy the Water You Depend On.

I have a Full MDH Well Contractor License, Serving the areas of
West Central and South West Minnesota.

My team and | are hardworking, trustworthy and eager to meet you.
We hope that you will trust us with your current and future water needs.

Installation

Kain Ervin

Ervin Drilling & Pump

License #4007
US DOT 3408381

+ Pump Repair &

Direct Number: 320-522-267

« Well Abandonment
« Water Testing

3061610

2
Toll Free: 1-833-378-4634 :

CH

Morton, Minnesota.

Building with hemp
means building for a
greener, more sustain-
able future, join us and
be part of it!

Evening highlights
include the symposium
dinner with a charity
auction benefiting the
Lower Sioux School.
With profits shared be-
tween the International
Hemp Building Asso-
ciation and the Lower
Sioux Indian Communi-
ty, this event is not only
an opportunity to con-
nect with leaders in the
field but also to support
sustainable develop-
ment and the local com-
munity.

Full 3 Day Ticket for
the 13th International
Hemp Building Sympo-
sium, October 3-5, 2025
includes:

The three-day event.

The site tour and live
hemp building demon-
strations.

Three
breaks.

Three buffet lunches.

Entry to the exhibitors
hall.

The Symposium Din-
ner, featuring a chari-
ty auction in aid of the
Lower Sioux Community
School Project MC’d by
our special guest Dallas
Goldtooth!

Fifty percent of the
profits from the 13th
Symposium  will  be
shared with the Low-
er Sioux Community to
help build a community
school.

By contributing in this
way, we alm to support
their vision for educa-
tion, cultural preserva-
tion, and future genera-
tions, ensuring that the
benefits of the event ex-

refreshment

tend far beyond the sym-
posium itself.

Get  your  tickets
here: https://urldefense.
proofpoint.com/v2/
url?u=https-3A__inter-
nationalhempbuilding.
org_13th-2Dinterna-
tional-2Dhemp-2Dbuild-
ing-2Dsympo-
sium-2Dregistra-
tion_&d=DwlI-
FaQ&c=ILNqkSEM-
8fZHMcUYFdZ1x-
6CQRIIxWNuCT -
MwK9anzFCh -
g&r=aeal2iberjki-
hZsaJV12R7ggPX-
B4RSQWilcOMKIN-
F4CY&m=pAnj5P-
CEo5mbpSu7dMgbcend-
17Yb_MOPMS8sLmsO0_
nWol4CKye8X8hKKeP-
WhGY76E-&s=9wtpb-
VAsAi_ wvCP96RAuLx-
101d8TgQui7M -
AX-rfulZM&e=

1175 11th Street South, St. James
South of Fairgrounds

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

¢ Clothing « Hardware ¢ Footwear ¢ Lawnmowers
 Snowblowers ¢ Chainsaws ¢ Batteries * Benjamin Moore Paint
* Paint Tinting « Power Tools * Small Engine Sales & Service
 Automotive Key Cutting & Programming

HOURS:

Monday thru Friday: 8 am - 7 pm;
Saturday: 8 am - 5 pm; Sunday: 1 - 4 pm

www.fleetandfarmmn.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

LEET
ARM

51\ ACE

Hardware

SUPPLY

St. James, MN 375-4041

Drop off, pick up, or ship your packages

A

Benjamin Moore’

Paints
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Focus on Ag

Sept. 12 USDA Crop Report lowers US yield estimates

Written by Kent Thiesse,
Farm Management Analyst

The September 12 USDA Nation-
al Ag Statistics Service (NASS) Crop
Report adjusted the projected 2025
U.S. average yields for both corn and
soybeans slightly lower from the Au-
gust estimates; however, both the corn
and soybeans yields would still be at
record level. USDA also increased the
expected 2025 harvested acreage for
both corn and soybeans in the Septem-
ber report from earlier reports, which
basically offset lower yield projections.
The end result was very little change
from the August report in the estimat-
ed overall 2025 corn and soybean pro-
duction levels. Some grain marketing
analysts feel that the USDA corn yield
and production estimates may be a
bit high, given some of the late season
dryness and disease pressure that is
affecting the 2025 crops in some areas.

The grain market response for corn
and soybean futures prices on the
Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT) fol-
lowing the report was fairly positive.
This would seem to indicate that most
of the USDA estimates were already
calculated into the CBOT prices, and
that there were other factors influenc-
ing the grain markets. These factors
could include some questions by grain
traders regarding the NASS yield pro-
jections in some States and prospects
for potential trade agreements with
China and other countries. The latest
NASS yield estimates were based on
U.S. crop conditions as of September
1st; and were the first 2025 USDA
yield estimates that included actual
field data.

The September 12 USDA Report
projects the 2025 U.S. average corn
yield at the record level of 186.7 bush-
els per acre, which was decreased from
188.8 bushels per acre in the August
report. The projected 2025 national
corn yield compares to the current re-
cord yield of 179.3 bushels per acre in
2024, 177.3 bushels per acre in 2023,
173.3 bushels per acre in 2022, and

177 bushels per acre in 2021. A year
ago, USDA estimated the average corn
yield at 183.6 bushels per acre in the
September report; however, the final
2024 average yield was 4.3 bushels per
acre below that level. USDA estimat-
ed 2025 harvested corn acreage in the
U.S. at 90 million acres, which includ-
ed estimates from crop acreage certifi-
cation data filed by producers through
the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
offices. This was an increase of 1.3
million acres from the August esti-
mate, and compares to 82.9 million
harvested acres in 2024. USDA is now
estimating total U.S. corn production
for 2025 at the record level of just over
16.8 billion bushels, which would be a
13.1 percent increase from the 2024
production level of just under 14.87
billion bushels;

USDA is estimating Minnesota’s
2024 average corn yield at the record
level of 199 bushels per acre, which is
a decrease of 3 bushels per acre from
the August estimate. The projected
2025 corn yield compares to the very
low 2024 average yield of 174 bush-
els per acre, 185 bushels per acre, in

2023, and the current record average
yield of 195 bushels per acre in 2022.
The NASS report also lowered Iowa’s
projected 2025 average corn yield by
3 bushels per acre to 219 bushels per
acre, which would still be a record
statewide average yield. This com-
pares to final average yields of 211
bushels per acre in 2024, 201 bushels
per acre in 2023, and 200 bushels per
acre in 2022.

USDA is projecting Illinois to have
a 2025 corn yield of 219 bushels per
acre, compared to 217 bushels per
acre in 2024; Indiana at 205 bushels
per acre, compared to 198 bushels per
acre in 2024; Nebraska at 191 bush-
els per acre, compared to 188 bushels
per acre in 2024; and South Dakota
at 167 bushels per acre, compared
to 164 bushels per acre in 2024. The
2025 corn yield estimates in some oth-
er States include, North Dakota at
145 bushels per acre, compared to 149
bushels per acre in 2024; Wisconsin at
184 bushels per acre, compared to 174
bushels per acre in 2024; and Ohio at
194 bushels per acre, compared to 177
bushels per acre in 2024.

The USDA Report on September 12
estimated total 2024 U.S. soybean pro-
duction at just over 4.3 billion bushels,
which would be down slightly from the
2024 soybean production of just under
4.37 billion bushels. USDA projected
the 2025 U.S. average soybean yield
at the record level of 53.5 bushels per
acre, which was lowered by 0.1 bushels
per acre from the August report. The
2025 NASS soybean yield estimate
compares to final U.S. soybean yields
of 50.7 bushels per acre in 2024, 50.6
bushels per acre in 2023, 49.5 bush-
els per acre in 2022, and 51.4 bushels
per acre in 2021. The record national
average soybean yield was 52 bushels
per acre back in 2016. The USDA 2025
soybean yield projection was very close
to the average yield estimates by grain
trading analysts.

USDA is estimating Minnesota’s
2025 average soybean yield at the

record level of 53 bushels per acre,
which is unchanged from the August
estimate. The 2025 yield projection
compares to recent statewide yields of
45 bushels per acre in 2024, 48 bush-
els per acre in 2023, 50 bushels per
acre in 2022, and 47 bushels per acre
in 2021, as well as the current record
statewide soybean yield of 52.5 bush-
els per acre in 2016. The Iowa’s esti-
mated 2025 soybean yield is at the re-
cord level of 65 bushels per acre, which
is up by 2 bushels per acre from the
August estimate. The 2025 estimated
yield compares to 60 bushels per acre
in 2024, 58 bushels per acre in 2023,
58.5 bushels per acre in 2022, and the
current record yield of 62 bushels per
acre in 2021.

The projected 2025 yields in major
soybean producing eastern Corn Belt
States include Illinois at 65 bushels
per acre, compared to 64 bushels per
acre in 2024; Indiana at 61 bushels
per acre, compared to 59 bushels per
acre in 2024; and Ohio at 58 bushels
per acre, compared to 50 bushels per
acre in 2024. Most soybean yields in
the Western Corn Belt States are ex-
pected increase from 2024 yield levels.
Soybean yield estimates for 2025 in-
clude Nebraska at 61 bushels per acre,
compared to 57.5 bushels per acre in
2024; South Dakota at 47 bushels per
acre, compared to 43 bushels per acre
in 2024; and Wisconsin at 55 bushels
per acre, compared to 48 bushels per
acre in 2024. North Dakota is project-
ed to decline slightly at 37 bushels per
acre in 2025, compared to 37.5 bushels
per acre in 2024.

SEPTEMBER 12 WASDE REPORT

The USDA World Supply and De-
mand Estimates (WASDE) was also
released on September 12, which in-
cluded the projected adjustments in
the 2025 U.S. corn yield and produc-

FOCUS ON AG
See Page 8
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tion levels that were ref-
erenced earlier. The re-
port projects an increase
in the corn usage levels
during 2025-26 market-
ing year, as compared to
the 2024-25 corn usage
levels. Corn use for live-
stock feed is expected to
increase by 425 million
bushels in 2025-26 and
corn use for ethanol is
projected to increase by
165 million bushels. U.S.
corn export levels for
2025-26 are estimated
at 2.97 billion bushels,
which is up from the es-
timated export total of
2.83 billion bushels for
2024-25 and 2.25 billion
bushels in 2023-24. Corn
export levels have been
fairly strong in recent
months.

The U.S. corn ending
stocks for 2025-26 are
projected at 2.11 billion
bushels, which would be
an increase of 59 per-
cent from the estimated
carryover of 1.32 billion
bushels for 2024-25.
The latest 2025-26 corn

ending stocks projection
would also be consid-
erably higher than the
final corn carryover lev-
els of 1.76 billion bush-
els in 2023-24, 1.36 bil-
lion bushels in 2022-23,
1.38 billion bushels in
2021-22, and 1.23 billion
bushels in 2020-21.

The higher level of
projected 2025-26 corn
ending stocks contin-

ues to put considerable
pressure on the corn

1
—

Land xperts h Care As uch As Yu Do.
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price projections for the
2025-26 marketing year,
which extends from Sep-
tember 1, 2025, through
August 31, 2026. USDA
1s estimating the average
on-farm corn price for
the 2025-26 marketing
year at $3.90 per bush-
el, which i1s unchanged
from the August report.
The 2024-25 nation-
al average corn price,
which will be finalized
on September 30, 2025,

1s estimated at $4.30 per
bushel, which compares
to previous final average
prices of $4.55 per bush-
el in 2023-24, $6.54 per
bushel in 2022-23, $6.00
per bushel in 2021-22,
and $4.53 per bushel in
2020-21.

The recent WASDE
report projected 2025-26
soybean ending stocks
at 300 million bushels,
which is an increase of
10 million bushels from
the August estimate.
The 2025-26 estimated
soybean ending stocks
are slightly lower than
the final estimated 2024-
25 ending stocks of 330
million bushels and the

2023-24 ending stocks of
342 million bushels. Oth-
er recent soybean ending
stocks levels of 264 mil-
lion bushels for 2022-23
and 274 million bush-
els in 2021-22. Soybean
exports for 2025-26 are
projected at 1.68 billion
bushels, which would be
down from the estimated
1.87 billion bushels for
2024-25 and compares
to 1.7 billion bushels in
2023-24. There 1s some
concern that the 2025-26
export level could drop
even lower, unless China
starts to book purchases
of the 2025 U.S. soybean
crop.

Schroepfer Ag

Irrigation Sales and Serv Ce

USDA is projecting
the average on-farm soy-
bean price for the 2025-
26 marketing year at
$10.00 per bushel, which
is $.10 per bushel lower
than the August price
estimate. The 2024-25
estimated final national
average soybean price
1s also $10.00 per bush-
el, which compares to
national average pric-
es of $12.40 per bush-
el 1In 2023-24, $14.20
per bushel in 2022-23,
$13.30 per bushel in
2021-22, and $10.80 per
bushel for 2020-21.

Since 1946, Hertz Farm Management, Inc. has been a trusted partner for
farmland owners. Combining local, personalized attention with proven
farmland real estate, rural appraisal, and farm management services,

Hertz helps you make confident, informed decisions.

: [, | I Farm Management, Inc.

507-345-5263 - www.Hertz.ag
151 St Andrews Ct, Ste #1310 Mankato MN

Glenn Schroepfer 601 E. Main St.

Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
(507) 766-9590

\\\‘ Rel“ke schlep @sleepyeyetel.net

www.schroepferagservice.com
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Flanagan and Peterson tour Lower
Sioux Industrial Hemp Campus

Submitted

Lt. Governor Peggy
Flanagan and Minne-
sota Ag Commissioner
Thom Petersen visited
Lower Sioux and took
a tour of the industri-
al hemp campus and
the Patagonia house.
The Lower Sioux Hemp
Program and Housing
Project is providing af-

fordable, sustainable
building materials that
benefit communities

and prioritize the envi-
ronment.

Agronomy &
Precision Agriculture

Grain Marketing | Livestock Feed & Propane, Bulk Fuel,

Feed Production Grease, D.EF & Ol

cfscoop.com
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2025 Farm Families of the
Year recogned at Farmfest

sl Ul e 1 o M. FARM FaILY
Tmenn  MUSIIIITY O Gevea

Farm Family
recognition program

The University of Minnesota
Farm Family Recognition Pro-
gram honored farm families from
throughout Minnesota in August
during Farmfest for their signif-
icant contributions to the agri-
culture industry and their local
communities.

The Farm Family Recognition
Program has honored Minnesota
farmers since 1979. It is coordi-
nated by University of Minne-
sota Extension, the College of
Food, Agricultural, and Natu-
ral Resource Sciences, and the
College of Veterinary Medicine.
Visit https://extension.umn.edu/ Brown County Farm Family: Fischer Family
farm-families for the full list.

OF THLYAN gy OF THE TRAR T AR OF THE YEAR ™ g
1 o e R BB FAMILY UiV EREITY OF Misoasnts, FARM FAMILY MEFITA, ¥
\ !e recaa af ’ Orian 1 Dass e oFmuevEar A ormEveay R g
a . | et st 1y 4 ARSI FARS FAMILY FARM FAMILY L
‘ F ‘m - OF THE YEAR N , . OF THE YEAR £
Y o“ —l Tavary ey o MINHESSTR FARMEAMILY s s FARM F
- £ YEA E OFTHEVEAR | | OF THE

ENERGY . |

15045 Hwy 23 SE | PO Box 216 Granite Falls, MN 56241
Phone: (320) 564-3100
www.granitefallsenergy.com

Interested in learning more about our
corn programs? Call our office today at

(320) 564-3100 to get more information.
You can also sign up for our daily cash bid
text messages and emails!

g LIKE US ON . .
Equal Opportunity Employer facebook | @ GFELLC Watonwan County Farm Family: Koval Family
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BUILT STRONGER.
LASTS LONGER.

Specialized equipment built stronger
to execute your agricultural waste
handling needs.

Pit Pumps AFl Pumps

y 5 U IEREITY O My wemsors
Urimar ks Dispwenr

FARM FAMIL
g FTHEYD

. Ask us about our free 30-day equipment trial.

’°°°®

507.375.5577 * dodausa.com
255 16th Street South
St James, MN

Yellow Medicine County Farm Family: Schlecht Family
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Our Team of Insurance
Professionals Putting

Your Needs First!

Ry
a4 £
i B ’
L
Y
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g
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Proudly serving ag families in
Sleepy ‘Eye and the surrounding

areas for more than 90 years!

Farm, Auto, Grop and Health

€iiFIRsT SECURITY
AGENCY

MN Insuarance License #40262789

113 1st Ave. N ¢ Sleepy Eye, MN 56085
Office: 507-794-2156 ¢ Fax 507-794-5142
www.firstsecurityagency.net
email: info@firstsecurityagency.net

Ben Stoterau Photography
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REAL
CHALLENGES
REQUIRE REAL
SOLUTIONS.

Contact your local ag
drainage and survey team:

Sleepy Eye - (507) 810-4184
Fairmont - (507) 238-4738

BOLTON
& MENK

Real People. Real Solutions.

Ben Stoterau Photography \ | S : www.Bolton-Menk.com

CABINETRY"™ OWNED TH DAKOTA WASRATTY

& e e e
&SHOWPLACE EMPLOYEE LIFETIME ‘ (

REALIZE THE DREAM.

Dreams come in many shapes and sizes. Showplace Cabinetry is made in America by employee-
owners who take great pride in every cabinet they craft for you. Your creative choices are nearly
unlimited, and it’s all back by the assurance of a lifetime warranty. Call us to learn more about

how we can help you realize your dream. Opportunities like this won’t last long, so stop in today!

BARGEN Y SHowRooM |
ﬁ SHOWROOM ¢ s / f MY “ ¢
= DESIGN + BUILD Call Daniel at 507-822-6725 S & / (o L » /gggbitiie%mn.bunk
Walk-in Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or by appointment & . %ifw X }?1 sz/

606 County Road 1, Mountain Lake, Minnesota ~ - - ) — - » New bﬁnzLufdyet TS WRATVE 00! /
¢ ¥ 2 [ el < "La'Salle:seormsby 5N

507.427.3781 | dbuilders@bargeninc.com | www.bargeninc.com | Contractor License #BC125765
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State Expands Ag Weather Network

with New Station Near Viking

Minnesota Department of
Agriculture

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Agriculture (MDA)
is expanding the Minne-
sota Ag Weather Network
(MAWN) with a new weath-
er station just west of Vi-
king. The station, called
Viking 1SW, will deliver
localized weather data to
farmers in Marshall and
Pennington counties—areas
that have until now fallen
outside the network’s reach.

Another station near Fos-
ston in Polk County is slat-
ed to go online later this
month, bringing the total
number of weather stations
operated by MDA and its lo-

cal partners to 58 across the
state.

The Viking site was de-
veloped 1n partnership with
Pennington County Ag Ser-
vices, which helped secure
a host location. By filling
this coverage gap, the Vi-
king 1SW station advances
MAWN’s goal of ensuring
farmers statewide have ac-
cess to reliable data within
a 20-mile radius—infor-
mation that supports more
informed decisions about
irrigation, crop health, soil
management, and water
conservation.

“This station will finally
give farmers in Northwest
Minnesota access to the

weather data they've been
missing,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Thom Pe-
tersen. “It’s about providing
tools that help producers
protect their land, use water
wisely, and adapt quickly to
changing conditions.”

MAWN weather stations
provide an array of real-time
environmental data:

Rainfall

Air temperature

Wind speed and direction

Dew point temperature

Soil temperature (to 7.5
feet)

Soil moisture (to 40 inch-

es)
WEATHER
See Page 15

e o )

Our loan officers are specially trained to keep up

AUTO

In the field, or on the farm..
call us for FAST, EXPERIENCED tire service.

We are here for all of your tire needs.

ON FARM TIRE SERVICE

e TRUCK - AG

Amboy, MN ¢ Phone 507-674-3149
Lake Crystal, MN ¢ Phone 507-726-2446
Truman, MN ¢ Phone 507-776-2233

with the latest developments in agriculture and they
work hard to understand each customer’s financial needs.

If you're looking for a bank that understands agriculture,
come see us. In addition to making Ag Loans, we offer
a full-range of financial services.

TRIUMPH

B STATE BANK

EEEEEE

Butterfield « Darfur « Trimont « Comfrey
www.triumphbanks.com
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WEATHER
From Page 14

Solar radiation

Snow depth and snow
water equivalent

In addition, the net-
work offers tools and
modeling resources, in-
cluding:

Daily estimated crop
water use

Disease risk forecasts

Irrigation scheduling
recommendations

Runoff risk predic-
tions

MAWN  collaborates
with the North Dakota
Agricultural ~ Weather
Network (NDAWN) to
make weather informa-
tion freely available to
the public. Data from
Viking 1SW and other
Minnesota stations can
be accessed through the
NDAWN Inversion App,
the North Dakota Ag
Weather Network, and
the NDAWN Central
Minnesota Weather Net-
work. Additional pro-
gram partners include
the University of Minne-

sota and soil and water
conservation districts
across the state.

In 2023, the MDA re-
ceived $3 million from
Minnesota’s Clean Wa-
ter Fund to expand the
reach of MAWN. This
investment supports the
installation of about 40
new weather stations
over three years, devel-
oped 1in collaboration
with local partners. Giv-
en Minnesota’s climatic
variability, up to 80 sta-
tions may be needed to
provide all agricultural
regions with accurate,
localized weather in-
sights.

The MDA this year in-
stalled 12 new stations
in Southern Minnesota,
located near:

Cologne (Carver Coun-
ty)

Eyota (Olmsted Coun-
ty)

Fairfax
County)

Geneva
County)

Godahl (Brown Coun-

ty)

(Renville

(Freeborn

Hastings (Dakota
County)

Kenyon (Goodhue
County)

Madison (Lac qui Par-
le County)

Murdock (Swift Coun-
ty)

Pine Island (Dodge
County)

Willmar (Kandiyohi
County)

Windom (Jackson
County)

These stations are
already collecting

data, which is publicly
available through the
NDAWN platforms.

To view real-time
weather data or learn
more about the Minne-
sota Ag Weather Net-
work, visit: www.mda.
state.mn.us/minneso-
ta-ag-weather-network.

Landowners interest-
ed in hosting a weather
station can complete the
Minnesota Ag Weather
Station Host applica-
tion at: www.mda.state.
mn.us/weather-sta-
tion-host.

St. James Electric, Inc.

Established in 1997
Our company serves a 60 mile radius around St. James.

St James Electric takes great

pride in serving our farmers. We

stock many related products at

our business such as: feed line

parts, relays, feed sensors, limit
switches, curtain control parts, & = - =
grain handllng contactors, dlsconnects breakers and much more.
We have served our farmers in many aspects such as grain dryers,
confinement barns, grain handling augers, vacuum systems,
machine sheds and shops, three phase converters and bin sites.

(N

ST JAMES ELECTRIC ne

Plrg us in for Quality Service!

1 1st Street South, St. James, MN 56081

Phone: 507-375-5235 « Fax:
www.stjameselectric.com
ap@stjelectric.com

507-375-5126

Area Farmers

For all your electrical needs...

FARM ¢ HOME
COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR SERVICE

Authorized Sales and Service for

WINCO
Power Generators

Never be without electricity again!

Sleepy Eye Electric Go.

CH-2067290

794-6099

GREG BRAULICK
BILL WALTER
JUDD WALTER

TOM BRAULICK

FREE
ESTIMATES!
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CH-3847310

e
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FAST

- REPAIR & PERFORMANCE LLC

Reliable & Skilled

Repair Shop offering:

= Engine Repair
= Routine Maintenance
= DOT Inspections
= Tire & Parts Sales
= Hydraulic Hoses
= Pickup, Semi & Trailer
= Alignments
And Much More

Contact us today

507.317.4582

Hours: Mon - Fri. 8am to 5pm

Located South of St. James at |
70116 390th ST.

MDA Awards over

$560,000 to Support

Meat Processing

Workforce and Education

Minnesota Department of
Agriculture

The Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture
(MDA) has awarded
more than $560,000 in
grants to support work-
force development and
hands-on training in
meat processing across
the state. Funding was
made available through
two complementary pro-
grams: the Meat Pro-
cessing Train and Retain
Grant program and the
Agricultural Growth, Re-
search, and Innovation
(AGRI) Meat Education
and Training (MEAT)
Grant program.

Through the Train
and Retain Grant pro-
gram, the MDA award-
ed $341,690 to three
organizations  working
to build and strengthen

the workforce for small-
to medium-sized meat
and poultry processors.
This one-time funding
supports hiring and em-
ployee retention efforts
through eligible activi-
ties such as tuition re-
imbursement,  sign-on
and retention bonuses,
and childcare stipends.
These investments are
designed to help address
critical workforce short-
ages in the meat process-
ing industry.

Train and Retain
Grant Recipients

Latino Economic De-
velopment Center — Will
support a new meat pro-
cessor in Lismore and up
to five additional facili-
ties with hiring and em-
ployee training.

Region Five Develop-
ment Commission — Will

fund meat processing
course tuition and sign-
on bonuses to assist pro-
cessors within a 60-mile
radius.

Mapleton  Economic
Development Authority
— Will help hire and train
two full-time employees
at a new processing facil-
ity in the area.

In addition to the
Train and Retain Grant
program, the MDA
awarded $222,360 in
fiscal year 2025 through
its AGRI MEAT Grant
program. This program
helps schools establish
or expand meat cutting
and butchery training
programs by funding
equipment  purchases,
facility renovations, cur-
riculum  development,

MDA See Page 17

CH-3472930

Farmers &
Homeowners

Remodeling?
New Construction?

LENNOX )

FLUMEBING - HEATING - AIR CONDITIONING

207-776-1240

We’re ready to help!
Certified technicians and plumbers
are at your service.

We also carry many in-stock parts
for those do-it-yourself projects.

—_—

Downtown Truman:
Open 8:00 - 4:00

Monday - Friday
507-766-1240
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MDA From Page 16

and faculty training for both new
and existing butchery programs.
Six schools across Minnesota re-
ceived funding through this pro-
gram. See awardees and project
descriptions below.

“These grant programs are part
of our ongoing efforts to support
workforce development and en-
sure a thriving meat processing
sector,” said Agriculture Commis-
sioner Thom Petersen. “By invest-
ing in both industry training and
education, we're helping to meet
growing demand while creating
meaningful career opportunities
for the next generation.”

The AGRI Program administers
grants to farmers, agribusiness-
es, schools, and more throughout
Minnesota to advance the state’s
agricultural and renewable ener-
gy sectors.

2025 AGRI Meat
Education and Training

(MEAT) Awards:
School Name Award Total Proj-

ect summary

Battle Lake High School
($66,069.96): Development of a
hands-on meat science curricu-
lum that prepares students for
careers in meat processing. The
project will provide critical skills
in meat handling, processing,
safety, and industry regulations.
The meat science course will be
housed within the existing agri-
cultural program.

Dover-Eyota Schools
($11,716.12): Incorporation of
hands-on wild game processing
into existing natural resource
courses. The project will equip
students with skills in meat han-
dling, food safety, and introduce
them to career opportunities in
the meat industry.

Holdingford Schools ($28,010):
Multi-phase development of meat
processing coursework that uses
collaborative relationships with
local lockers and creates a work-
force pipeline. One ag classroom
will be converted into a meat pro-
cessing area, and students will

have processing units incorporat-
ed into existing ag classes.

Little Falls Community Schools
($37,911.84): Incorporation of
meat processing education into an
existing ag science program. Stu-
dents will learn about food safety,
meat cutting skills, and a meat
industry career path through
hands-on learning and guided in-
struction.

Staples-Motley High School
($53,416.67): Establishment of a
meat cutting and butchery cur-
riculum that provides high school
students hands-on learning and
career pathways. Students will
gain skills in meat processing,
food safety, and business develop-
ment.

Wabasso School District
($25,235.66): Establishment of a
meat science course offered twice
per year, introducing over 30 stu-
dents to the meat industry yearly.
The course will incorporate train-
ing in meat processing and learn-
ing from the many local lockers in
the area.

cefex)

The World-

COIT

Fmrt Oil Co-
oOD

CO OP OIL CO.
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Agronomy

GCenter
507-423-6251

FEATURING

eSnacks °Ice

*Pizza -Chips

ePDrinks eGas
eChicken

Cottonwood MN

Phone: Cottonwood: 423-6282 ¢ Wood Lake: 485-3137
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Ben Stoterau Photography

LOCK IN FIELD
ENGINE Ifs%gsy
PERFORMANCE >

97 BACK

ON LUBRICANTS
AND FILTERS
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WWW.MILLERSELLNER.COM

CNH ‘ CAPITAL

Ask us about all available offers, or scan the QR code to visit
MyCNHStore.com/event for full offer eligibility details and exclusions.

GENUINE
PARTS

SLEEPY EYE ESR_& T 7. SLAYTON

507-794-2131 _— 507-836-8571

BINGHAM LAKE M I LLER SELLN E_R FAIRMONT

507-831-1106 507-235-3358 Ben Stoterau Photography
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Support
your local
farmer ...
Use a
higher
blend
ethanol
“Highwater Ethanol encourages . .
everyone to support the For information on corn
agriculture industry contracting and com bids
by purchasing an visit our website at
ethanol blended fuel today.”

www.highwaterethanol.com
or call 507-752-6160

24500US Hwy.14 - P.0.Box96 - Lamberton,Mn

507-752-6160 ——

www.highwaterethanol.com

YOUR AMBITION.
OUR CAN-DO SPIRIT.

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS TO HELP YOU SUCCEED.

Citizens Alliance Bank isn't your typical bank.
We know the names of our customers and we
know that one size-fits-all small business
support doesn’t help you reach your ambitions.
That's why we are dedicated to bringing smart,
customized financial solutions and decisions
that are made quickly and locally.

CITIZENS

ALLIANCE BANK
BANKING | LENDING | INSURANCE

CITIZENSALLIANCEBANK.COM

844.772.4258 ipicE

&) EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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JCB
TELESKID's

& BOOM!

F[==] TELESKID

Stop in to see and operate one today!

- Handling
316 4th Street, Courtland MN 56021 COURTLAND J c B

507-359-4230 courtlandwaste.com



