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Bill Vogel Honored as 2025
Outstanding Conservationist

Brown Soil & Water Conservation
District

The Brown Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) recog-
nizes Bill Vogel as the Outstanding
Conservationist for 2025 in Brown
County.

Bill and his wife Melanie live
south of Springfield in State-
ly Township with their children
Lydia, Will, and June. He is a
third-generation farmer who be-
lieves he should be taking the next
step in conservation and has found
his own way to do so over the years.

In 2012, Bill started farming with
a small group of steers, and over
time, the operation has grown to
several hundred head of cattle and
cropland acres. From the beginning
of his farming career, he has chosen
to implement conservation-minded
practices working in cooperation
with the local SWCD and NRCS
offices for technical guidance and
funding assistance. He currently
utilizes no-till and strip-till prac-
tices on almost all acres annually,
doing only minimal tillage when
needed for manure management.
Bill plants cover crops on all of his
tillable acres and grows some of
his own small grains for cover crop
use. On the highly erodible acres
he plants alfalfa. He also manages
acreage that is enrolled in the CRP
and RIM conservation easement
programs.

Bill is a Minnesota Agricultural

Water Quality Certified Produc-
er, with endorsements in Wildlife,
Climate Smart, and Soil Health.
Through the process of becoming
certified, he installed a grassed
waterway on one field to mitigate
soil erosion concerns. He main-
tains buffer strips and has adapted
management practices to protect
his land from erosion and nutrient
loss.

By utilizing all of these conser-

vation practices and making good
management choices, he has seen
a positive impact in the soil struc-
ture over time, along with the
added benefit of knowing his soil
is protected from wind and water
erosion. Additionally, he has been
able to implement all of these prac-
tices and management techniques
without seeing any yield loss. Bill
believes that no-till and cover crops
together just make sense and plans

to continue implementing conser-
vation practices as needed within
his operation.

Along with other Outstanding
Conservationists from across the
entire state, Bill will be recognized
at the Minnesota Association of Soil
& Water Conservation Districts
Annual Convention in Blooming-
ton this December.
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Conservationists to be honored at annual convention

Farm Progress

One of eight finalists will be
awarded the Outstanding Conser-
vationist Award at the Minneso-
ta Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts’ convention
Dec. 1-3.

Conservation work by state
farmers will be recognized during
the Minnesota Association of Soil
& Water Conservation Districts’
annual convention Dec. 1-3.

More than 700 MASWCD offi-
cials, resource professionals, land-
owners, conservation leaders, in-
dustry professionals and agency
representatives will congregate for
the 89th convention at the Double-
Tree in Bloomington.

The convention has had a long
and winding 89-year history.
Sheila Vanney, MASWCD assis-
tant director, says that a group of
delegates from most of the local
associations in southeast Minne-
sota met in February 1936. The
first state convention was held in
1941 in Plainview. What was the
Southeastern Minnesota Soil Con-
servation Association became the
Minnesota Soil Conservation As-
sociation at that meeting. Further
name changes followed in later
years to incorporate “districts” and

“water” to the name.

The Burns-Homer-Pleasant dis-
trict was the state’s first SWCD.
Later renamed the Winona SWCD,
its creation in 1938 was in re-
sponse to the Dust Bowl of the
1930s. Districts were subsequently
developed across the country to en-
courage landowners to alter their
farming techniques to more wisely
use state soil and water resources.

Recognizing those who carry
on conservation practices 1s a
key part of convention festivities,
says LeAnn Buck, MASWCD ex-
ecutive director. Eight area Out-
standing Conservationist Award
finalists will be honored during
an awards ceremony Dec. 3, and
an overall winner will be an-
nounced. The Farmer magazine
sponsors the Outstanding Con-
servationist Award.

This year’s finalists are:

Area 1: Blue Line Farm; Tom,
Tyler and MArgaret Trieglaff, and
Char Putnam of Frazee in Becker
County

Area 2: Kevin Lundebrek of
Starbuck in Pope County

Area 3: Maple Grove Farm; Jon
and Carin Stevens of Rush City in
Pine County

Area 4: Oldenburg and Brabec

Yesterday, today and tomorrow.
We're dedicated to growing stronger
together and planting roots for the future.

Bob Schmid

Director of Business Services

SouthPomt

Financial Credit Union
EMPOWERING PEOPLE TO ENHANCE LIVES.

877-794-6712
southpointfinancial.com
Federally Insured
by NCUA
Equal Housing
Opportunity

Farms LLC; Belle Plaine in Scott

County
Area 5: Lower Sioux Indian
Community; Joey Goodthunder,

Deb Dirlam and Robert Prescott of
Morton in Redwood County

Area 6: Scott Haase of Blue
Earth in Faribault County

Area 7: Claire Bender and Sue
Ramthun of Chatfield in Winona
County

Area 8: Flying W Ranch; Pequot
Lakes in Cass County

The Farmer’s involvement with
the MASWCD annual convention
dates back to 1961, and sponsor-
ship of the Outstanding Conser-
vationist Award began sometime
after 1969. The award initially
recognized the work of individu-
al districts but has since transi-
tioned to highlighting the work of
the farmers.

In addition to recognizing the
outstanding conservationists, hon-
ors will also be given to:

MASWCD/Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency Community Con-
servationist

MASWCD/Department of Natu-
ral Resources Outstanding Forest
Steward

MASWCD/Pheasants Forever

Wildlife Habitat Steward

DNR Ecological & Water Re-
sources Appreciation Award

Minnesota Department of Health
Drinking Water Protection Award

MASWCD Teacher Award

Outstanding District Adminis-
trator by Minnesota Board of Wa-
ter and Soil Resources

Soil and Water Conservation
District Field Staff Award by the
USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service

MASWCD Outstanding SWCD
Supervisor and SWCD of the Year

Retiring and deceased MAS-
WCD supervisors and employees
will also be recognized.

Throughout the three days,
there are also workshops and sem-
inars for SWCD and Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service per-
sonnel, as well as programs for all
attendees.

“Our convention combines net-
working opportunities with im-
pactful sessions designed to in-
spire leaders, invite collaboration
and improve conservation delivery
throughout the state,” Buck says.
“It’s also an important annual
business meeting, where we ad-
vance grassroots policy ideas from
our members.”
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MDA Launches New AGRI Works Grant Program

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Competitive grant
aims to support
local agriculture
organizations

The Minnesota Department
of Agriculture (MDA) is now ac-
cepting applications for the Agri-
cultural Growth, Research, and
Innovation (AGRI) Works Grant
Program. This new grant oppor-
tunity supports organizations and
institutions that help strength-
en Minnesota agriculture, horti-

culture, and rural communities
through development, education,
research, or marketing.

The MDA expects to award be-
tween five and 15 grants totaling
about $485,625 through a compet-
1tive review process. Grant awards
will range from $5,000 to $75,000
and require a 50% match from the
grantee. Grantees must be in good
standing with the State of Minne-
sota and may choose to apply in
collaboration with other organi-
zations. This grant program will
prioritize legislatively created en-
tities and organizations and proj-
ects that are not eligible for other
MDA grant opportunities.

“The AGRI Works Grant will
help fund innovative projects that
advance Minnesota agriculture
through a thoughtful and trans-
parent review process,” said MDA
Commissioner Thom Petersen.
“We're excited to see how partners
across the state use this fund-
ing to support farmers and rural
communities. I want to thank the
state legislature for funding this
program and for their continued
commitment to investing in our
state’s agricultural economy.”

Eligible expenses include, but
are not limited to, employee sala-
ries and fringe benefits, contract-
ed services, and equipment and

supplies necessary to complete
project objectives. Full grant eli-
gibility requirements and appli-
cation details are available on the
AGRI Works Grant webpage. Ap-
plications must be submitted by 4
p.m. CT on Tuesday, December 16,
2025. Applicants will be notified of
funding decisions by mid-Febru-
ary 2026.

Funding for the AGRI Works
Grant is made available through
the MDA’s AGRI Program, which
administers grants to farmers,
agribusinesses, schools, and more
throughout Minnesota to advance
the state’s agricultural and renew-
able energy sectors.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
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MDA Opens Green Fertilizer Grant Program

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

$3.8M available to
support renewable
fertilizer production
In Minnesota

The Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) is now accepting

applications for the Green Fertil-
izer Grant Program. The program
will support agricultural and ru-
ral electric cooperatives registered
as 308A or 308B within the state
of Minnesota so they can invest in
green fertilizer manufacturing.
Green fertilizers are nitro-
gen-based fertilizers produced from
water, air, and renewable energy
and have significant climate and
sustainability benefits compared to

fossil-fuel derived nitrogen-based
fertilizers. Production and use of
green fertilizers are one strategy to
reduce upstream greenhouse gas
emissions in the agriculture sector.

The MDA expects to award up to
$3.8 million for business-ready and
shovel-ready projects. Applicants
may request between $250,000 and
$3.8 million. Applications are due
by Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2025.

“Local production of renewable

fertilizer can help stabilize costs
and ensure farmers have reliable
access to the inputs they need,”
said MDA Commissioner Thom Pe-
tersen. “Supporting innovation in
this space helps our farmers, our
economy, and our environment.”

For full eligibility requirements
and details of the application pro-
cess, review the request for propos-
al found on the Green Fertilizer
Program Grant webpage.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) update

University of Minnesota Extension

On September 16, 2025, highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI)
was confirmed in a Redwood Coun-
ty, Minnesota, commercial turkey
flock of 28,000 birds. This is the
first detection of HPAI in poultry
since April 23, 2025, despite animal
health officials and industry work-
ing to eliminate the virus from the
state. Additional cases have since
emerged in Minnesota, as well as
in other states.

This fall, University of Minne-
sota Extension livestock and poul-
try experts anticipate numerous
cases of HPAI. Increased rainfall
this year has caused widespread

Fall bird migration brings new
cases to Minnesota poultry farms

ponding, including in areas that
would normally be dry, such as
crop fields. This means migrating
birds are more spread out, increas-
ing the risk of potential infection in
poultry.
Stay up to date

* The Minnesota Board of An-
imal Health is the official source
of information for Minnesota’s re-
sponse to HPAI, with cases posted
on the board’s outbreak dashboard
and information page.

* The Minnesota DNR and the

University of Minnesota Raptor
Center are closely monitoring lo-
cal wildlife populations for positive
cases of avian influenza in collabo-
ration with other organizations.

* The Minnesota Department of
Health monitors the health and
guidance for people who have di-
rect contact with infected animals
or their environment to help re-
duce the risk of infection.

Actions to reduce avian flu

* Practice biosecurity. Extension

offers in-depth poultry biosecuri-

ty expertise, including biosecurity
information for large commercial
farms, small and pastured opera-
tions and urban poultry owners.

* Minimize, prevent and elimi-
nate any contact you or your birds
have with wild waterfowl.

* Homeowners feeding songbirds
can use feeders if they are cleaned
regularly. Songbirds still are not
known to be reservoirs of avian in-
fluenza. Follow best practices out-
lined by the Minnesota DNR.
Reporting sick birds (farmed or wild)

* Report sick domestic or wild
birds by calling the Minnesota Avi-
an Influenza Hotline at 833-454-
0156. Those reporting sick domes-

See HPAI on next page

of your real estate.
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HPAI continued from page 6

tic or farmed birds can fill out an online form.

* Report dead waterfowl (five or more birds in one
place) to the Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources at 888-646-6367.

* Report injured or sick raptors to the University of
Minnesota Raptor Center.

Steps the University is taking

Educators, faculty and staff at University of Minne-
sota Extension, the College of Food, Agriculture and
Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS), the College of
Veterinary Medicine (CVM), and the School of Pub-
lic Health have been at the forefront of disease sur-
veillance and research efforts in response to avian flu
outbreaks.

Other efforts to combat the disease include conduct-
ing more than 100,000 tests since July 2023 at the
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and the Minnesota
Poultry Testing Laboratory.

The CVM is collaborating with the Department of
Agriculture to understand disease transmission to
dairy herds and the broader agricultural industry.
Other CVM researchers are working to address the
threat of avian flu to Minnesota wildlife in partner-
ship with the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Min-
nesota Resources.

Keeping You Supplied with

the Water You Depend On.

I have a Full MDH Well Contractor License, Serving the areas of
West Central and South West Minnesota.
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« Irrigation « Water Chlorination

Kain Ervin License #4007 Direct Number: 320-522-2672
Ervin Drilling & Pump US DOT 3408381 Toll Free: 1-833-378-4634
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Melissa Pietig recognized for contributions to dairy industry

Katie Roiger

Sleepy Eye native Melissa Pietig
was singled out as a notable wom-
an in dairy by Dairy Star this past
August. The Midwest-based publi-
cation published a feature story on
Pietig’s agricultural work and her
contributions toward expanding
the Lax-Pietig Family Farms.

Dairy Star’s article is part of an
ongoing series about women in
dairy. Pietig said that being ac-
knowledged as a woman in the in-
dustry was deeply meaningful to
her.

“I think women bring a unique
perspective to the table,” she said.
“We're good at paying attention to
the little things because the little
things can become the big things.”

The seeds of Pietig’s career were
planted in early childhood, when
she would regularly help her par-

ents and her three older brothers
with everything from feeding calves
and milking to driving a skid steer.

“My dad always joked that dirt
washes off girls the same as it does
the boys,” Pietig said with a laugh,
adding that the expectation in her
family was that she could do any-
thing her brothers could do. To-
day, Pietig’s daughter and oldest
son also pitch in to help with daily
farming duties.

After earning her four-year de-
gree at South Dakota State Uni-
versity, Pietig spent five years
working for a local dairy before
returning to work on her parents’
farm with her husband. Lax-Pietig
Family Farms have around 975
dairy cows, two swine nutrition re-
search barns that house Schwartz
Farms hogs, and corn, alfalfa and
soybean crop fields.

Pietig’s current focus is the re-

Agronomy & Grain Marketing
Precision Agriculture | & Facilities

TRUSTED SERVICE.

Learn More >

Livestock Feed &
Feed Production

Propane, Bulk Fuel,
| Grease, D.EF & Oil

cfscoop.com

Melissa Pietig at the Lax-Pietig swine research barns.

Alltech

search barns, where the swines’
nutrition data is tracked for Hub-
bard Feed.

“At any given time, we’ll have
7,000 to 10,000 pigs on feed,” Pietig
said. “It’s fun to see how the trials
turn out.”

Although Pietig was the subject

of Dairy Star’s article, she empha-
sized the contributions of her fel-
low employees and the support of
the local community.

“We have quite a few area people
who work with us, and it’s fun to
see the community involvement,”
said Pietig. “It’s always humbling.”
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Overcoming barriers
for emerging farmers

University of Minnesota

Minnesota farmers—a vital part
of the state’s economy—are fac-
ing mounting challenges such as
climate change, increasing cost of
production, and more. According
to United States Department of
Agriculture data, the number of
Minnesota farms from 2007-2022
decreased roughly 19%.

To address this, University of
Minnesota Extension works state-

wide to provide research, educa-
tion, and outreach to help farmers
thrive.

Emerging farmers—those who
traditionally face barriers to the
education and resources needed to
build profitable agricultural busi-
nesses—are one of those groups.

A lifeblood of rural communities

Minnesota emerging farmers
tend to be younger, first genera-
tion, or immigrants. They often
manage small vegetable farms be-

[CH-3853580

Schroepfer Ag Service

Irrigation Sales and Service

Annalisa Hultherg teaches emerging farmers about wash tanks for fruits and vegetables.

cause they can be profitable, and
starting one requires less land and
capital than growing row crops like
corn and soybeans.

“It’s important to work with them
because even if theyre small in
scale, they’re people directly feed-
ing their community and support-
ing vitality,” says Natalie Hoidal,
an Extension vegetable crops edu-
cator.

Hoidal searches for ways the Uni-
versity can help mitigate personal
risk for farmers. Some of these in-
clude finding common production
challenges, providing hands-on ed-
ucational opportunities, and shar-
ing research-based information
about topics like nutrient manage-
ment, crop planning, soil health,
and climate adaptation.

Exposing Minnesotans to new
cultures through growing African
crops like ugu or chinsaga—that
benefitted from soil health and nu-
trient management research con-
ducted by Extension—are another

enriching aspect of investing in
these farmers.
Adapting to a new environment

In addition to being underres-
ourced, many of these farmers are
not familiar with some agricultural
best practices in Minnesota.

Annalisa Hultberg, regional Ex-
tension educator in food safety,
educates 3,000 fruit and vegetable
farmers statewide to reduce the
potential for contamination that
can cause foodborne illness so their
farms prosper.

“If [the farmers] have not sold
to larger customers before, they
might not know how to meet the
food safety requirements of mar-
kets like schools, hospitals, and
restaurants,” says Hultberg. “Our
program helps them learn how to
cool, wash, and pack the produce
because wholesale buyers expect
consistently high-quality products
that have been grown using food
safety best practices.”

Some of these farmers are also
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trying to grow organically so they are lim-
ited in what they can use to deter pests
in Minnesota like cabbage loopers—inch
worms that can destroy cabbage, collards,
and brussel sprouts—they haven’t faced
before. Another member of the Extension
vegetable team, Marissa Schuh, teaches
farmers about ways to manage insects like
cabbage looper holistically, including the
safe and responsible use of organic pesti-
cide options.

In addition to being underresourced,
many of these farmers are not familiar with
some agricultural best practices in Minne-
sota.

Annalisa Hultberg, regional Extension
educator in food safety, educates 3,000 fruit
and vegetable farmers statewide to reduce
the potential for contamination that can
cause foodborne illness so their farms pros-
per.

“If [the farmers] have not sold to larg-
er customers before, they might not know
how to meet the food safety requirements of
markets like schools, hospitals, and restau-
rants,” says Hultberg. “Our program helps
them learn how to cool, wash, and pack the

produce because wholesale buyers expect
consistently high-quality products that
have been grown using food safety best
practices.”

Some of these farmers are also trying
to grow organically so they are limited in
what they can use to deter pests in Min-
nesota like cabbage loopers—inch worms
that can destroy cabbage, collards, and
brussel sprouts—they haven’t faced before.
Another member of the Extension vegeta-
ble team, Marissa Schuh, teaches farmers
about ways to manage insects like cabbage
looper holistically, including the safe and
responsible use of organic pesticide options.
A resource for all

Extension is not only a resource for Min-
nesotans, but also for the University facul-
ty and researchers who want to work with
various communities.

“Extension connects science- and evi-
dence-based research to our communities,”
says Hultberg. “So if people are getting
grants and projects that involve communi-
ties, consider working with Extension. We
have long-standing relationships that have
taken years to build.”

Natalie Hoidal worked with local seed companies in a green pumpkin trial to
find pumpkin varieties that grow soft leaves that many Kenyan and other East
African communities will saute.

3058040
THE DRYER DOCTORS
2025 Ag Today Edition - Nov
2x5.04
Full Color
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Southwest Minnesota farmers talk about this year’s crops

University of Minnesota Extension

This summer, Extension spent time visiting with
members of the Southwest Minnesota Farm Busi-
ness Management Association across the region.
These conversations offered a candid look at the
current season—its ups, downs, and the decisions
farmers are grappling with.

Here is a summary of what we heard.

Crop conditions are better
than in recent years

In general, crops look better than they have in
the past few seasons. Many reported a crop that
performed above the trend line, which is a notice-
able improvement after years of weather-related
setbacks.

While not universal, the outlook for harvest is
more positive than it has been in some time.

Weed control is still a battle
Weed pressure remains a significant issue, par-
ticularly in soybeans. Farmers noted that addition-
al passes were necessary to manage weeds, which
added to both labor and input costs.

Some experimented with flame weeders, while
others returned to row cultivation and bean walk-
ing. These methods reflect the ongoing need to
adapt to evolving weed challenges.

A tough summer for grain markets

Grain markets have been difficult to navigate.
Prices peaked early in the year and steadily de-
clined into August.

Many farmers had hoped to sell at or above their
cost of production, but the market did not cooper-
ate. Without a strong spring rally, some struggled
to decide when to make sales, and the absence of a
clear exit strategy proved costly.

Land purchases: a complex equation

Interest in purchasing farmland remains high,
but current prices make it hard to justify economi-
cally. Without factoring in long-term appreciation,
many said the numbers simply do not work.

Land acquisition often requires significant fi-
nancial sacrifice, and for some, it is a goal that de-
mands buy-in from the entire farming family.

Cost control requires a careful balance

Managing costs remains a significant challenge.

Farmers are trying to avoid cuts that would hurt

productivity, but many are looking for small effi-
ciencies—aiming for a 5% reduction across various
areas.

While not easy, incremental savings can add up
over time if approached thoughtfully.

Determining the value of fungicide and aphid treatments

Many farmers raised questions about wheth-
er to apply fungicides or treat aphids, particu-
larly given the current low prices for corn and
soybeans.

With tighter margins, the decision to treat be-
comes more complex. It is important to carefully
evaluate whether the potential yield protection or
improvement will exceed the cost of treatment.

These are not easy calls, and they require close
attention to crop conditions, pest pressure, and
market realities.

Thanks to those who shared their thoughts

These visits provided a clearer picture of the
reality that farmers are facing this season. While
there are some encouraging signs, there is also a
fair amount of uncertainty and pressure.

We appreciate the openness of those who shared
their experiences and look forward to continuing
these conversations as the season progresses.

Ben Stoterau Photography
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Ben Stoterau Photography
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Minnesota Organic Conference Returns to St. Cloud in 2026

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Registration now
open for MDA’s
annual event
featuring Dr. Joel
Gruver and a
farmer-led panel on
the future of
organic agriculture

Registration is now open for the
Minnesota Organic Conference,
taking place January 8-9, 2026, at
the River’s Edge Convention Cen-
ter in St. Cloud. Hosted annually
by the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA), the conference
features more than 30 educational
breakout sessions and an 80-booth
trade show highlighting the latest
in organic production, marketing,
and research.

The 2026 conference will feature
a keynote address by Dr. Joel Gru-

ver, Professor of Soil Science and
Sustainable Agriculture at West-
ern Illinois University’s Allison
Farm. Dr. Gruver brings decades
of hands-on experience integrat-
ing no-till and organic methods to
improve soil health and farm resil-
ience. He will explore how organic
farmers can unlock untapped po-
tential by evaluating their current
operations and identify opportuni-
ties for growth. Drawing from his
own experiences in farming, teach-
ing, and research; he will share
strategies to enhance ecological
sustainability, profitability, and
quality of life on the farm.

New this year, the conference
will replace its traditional second
keynote with a panel discussion
moderated by Meg Moynihan, an
organic dairy farmer and Senior
Advisor on Strategy and Partner-
ships for the MDA. The panel will
feature three members of the Or-
ganic Advisory Task Force: Caro-
line Hegstrom of The Boreal Farm
in Duluth, Ruth Buck, an organic
dairy farmer in Goodhue, and Ben
Penner of Penner Farms in Belle
Plaine. These experienced organic

farmers will share their perspec-
tives on the challenges and oppor-
tunities facing Minnesota’s organic
sector today.

“This panel promises a grounded,
farmer-led conversation that re-
flects the diversity, innovation, and
resilience of Minnesota’s organic
community.” Says Cassie Dahl, Or-
ganic Specialist for the MDA.

The Minnesota Organic Con-
ference offers a wide range of ed-
ucational opportunities covering
organic crop production, dairy,
livestock, fruits and vegetables,
marketing, and business manage-
ment. Alongside the trade show

where attendees can explore new
products and services, there will
also be an opportunity to network
during the Thursday evening re-
ception and social hour, sponsored
by the Minnesota Farmers Union.

Early-bird rates start at $135 for
both days, with special discounted
rates available for students. The
early-bird registration period ends
December 1. For more information,
including the conference schedule
and updates, visit the Minnesota
Organic Conference website or call
Cassie Dahl at 651-201-6134. To
register directly, visit the confer-
ence registration page.

W

anda State Bank is locally owned, and
knows the needs of the community
whether you are a small farm or a large
operation, our experienced staff will work with you
to find the solution to fit your needs.

We are your full service, locally owned business.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am to 4pm

Free online and mobile banking

Friday 8am to 5pm

with mobile deposit

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

¢ Clothing « Hardware ¢ Footwear ¢ Lawnmowers
 Snowblowers ¢ Chainsaws ¢ Batteries * Benjamin Moore Paint
* Paint Tinting ¢ Power Tools ¢
 Automotive Key Cutting & Programming

Small Engine Sales & Service

HOURS:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am - 7 pm;
Saturday: 8 am - 5 pm; Sunday: 1 - 4 pm

1175 11th Street South, St. James
South of Fairgrounds

www.fleetandfarmmn.com
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

Drop off, pick up, or ship your packages
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Area Farmers

For all your electrical needs...

Reliable & Skilled FARM ¢ HOME
Repair Shop offering: COMMERCIAL
- Engine Repair 24 HOUR SERVICE
= Routine Maintenance Authorized Sales and Service for
= DOT Inspections
= Tire & Parts Sales WlNCO
= Hydraulic Hoses Power Generators

= Pickup, Semi & Trailer
= Alignments
And Much More

Never be without electricity again!

Contact us tod Sleepy Eye Electric Go.
ontact us today
507.317.4582 794-6099

GREG BRAULICK
BILL WALTER
JUDD WALTER

TOM BRAULICK

FREE
Located South of St. James at ESTIMATES!

70116 390th ST.

Hours: Mon - Fri. 8am to 5pm
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Grants Available to Improve Safety on Minnesota Farms

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Funding Supports
Grain Bin Upgrades
and Tractor Rollover
Protection

In recognition of National Farm
Safety and Health Week that
happened Sept. 21-27, the Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) announced that farmers
can apply for funding through two
key safety programs. The Grain
Storage Facility Safety Grant and
the Rollover Protective Structure
(ROPS) Rebate programs help
farmers add critical safety equip-
ment to on-farm grain storage fa-
cilities and retrofit older tractors

with lifesaving rollover protec-
tion.

“The risks grain farmers face ev-
ery day are very real,” said MDA
Commissioner Thom Petersen.
“The Grain Storage Facility Safe-
ty Grant helps farmers make crit-
ical upgrades that protect them-
selves, their families, and their
employees. Taking steps now to
improve the safety of corn, soy-
bean, and small grain storage fa-
cilities is one of the most effective
ways to prevent accidents and
save lives.”

Examples of eligible safety
equipment include, but are not
limited to:

+ Fall protection systems;

* Engineering controls that pre-
vent contact with an auger or oth-
er moving parts;

Farmers &
Homeowners

Remodeling?
New Construction?

CH-3472930

Certified technicians and plumbers

We also carry many in-stock parts

We’re ready to help!

are at your service.

for those do-it-yourself projects.

Downtown Truman:
Open 8:00 - 4:00

Monday - Friday
507-766-1240

SUBEO R

* Dust collection systems that
minimize explosion hazards;

* Personal protective equip-
ment that increases the likelihood
of surviving a grain-bin-related
emergency;

* Grain silo air quality monitor-
ing equipment;

* Other grain storage facility
safety equipment with prior ap-
proval from the MDA.

The program reimburses up to
75% of the cost to purchase and
install eligible safety equipment
for on-farm grain bins or silos.
Applicants are eligible to receive
up to $400 per bin or silo, with a
limit of $2,400 per farm per year.
Grant funding comes from a leg-
islative appropriation of $75,000
for both the Grain Storage Facili-
ty Safety Grant and the Rollover

Protective Structure (ROPS) Re-
bate programs.

The ROPS program helps farm-
ers retrofit older tractors with
rollover protection equipment.
Tractor rollovers remain one of
the leading causes of preventable
farm fatalities. Rollover protec-
tive structures combined with a
seatbelt are 99% effective in pre-
venting death or serious injury.

The MDA is accepting grant
applications for both programs
through June 30, 2027, or until
all funds are exhausted. Funds
will be awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis. For more in-
formation and to apply, visit the
MDA’s Grain Storage Facility
Safety Grant and Rollover Pro-
tective Structure (ROPS) Rebate
Program webpages.

ap@stjelectric.com

OCAREAR
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Help Shape the Future of Sustainable Farming in Minnesota

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

The Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA) is now accepting applications
for the Agricultural Growth, Research, and
Innovation (AGRI) Sustainable Agriculture
Demonstration Grant. These grants support
on-farm research and demonstrations that
help farmers improve profitability and use
resources more efficiently.

Projects must take place on Minnesota
farms, and grantees are required to share
their results with others through final re-
ports published in the MDA’s annual Green-
book. The Greenbook highlights creative,
farmer-led projects and provides practical
technical information, including manage-
ment tips and personal observations from
participants.

Minnesota farmers, educational institu-

Sustainable ag
demonstration grant
supports farmer-led

research and
Innovation

tions, and nonprofit organizations are eligi-
ble to apply. Applicants must be Minnesota
residents, with priority given to projects that
are farmer-led. Applications are due by 4
p-m. on Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2025.

The MDA anticipates awarding up to
$350,000 through this program, Applicants
may request up to $50,000 per project. The

first $25,000 does not need to be matched.
For requests between $25,000 and $50,000,
applicants must provide a dollar-for-dollar
match on the amount above $25,000.

Previous grantees have explored a wide
range of sustainable practices including
farm diversification; cover crops and crop ro-
tation; non-chemical pest control; livestock
grazing for invasive plant management; and
more. Projects don’t need to be brand new
but should be innovative to Minnesota or
uncommon in the region where they’re pro-
posed. You explore past projects online here.

Funding for the Sustainable Agriculture
Demonstration Grant is made available
through the MDA’s AGRI Program, which
administers grants to farmers, agribusiness-
es, schools, and more throughout Minnesota
to advance the state’s agricultural and re-
newable energy sectors.

We Understand Agriculture And We Know This Area

Our loan officers are specially trained to keep up
with the latest developments in agriculture and they
work hard to understand each customer’s financial needs.

If you're looking for a bank that understands agriculture,
come see us. In addition to making Ag Loans, we offer
a full-range of financial services.

TRIUMPH

STATE BANK

Butterfield « Darfur « Trimont « Comfrey
www.triumphbanks.com

Member
FDIC
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MDA Expands Ag Weather Network with Three New Stations

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Installations
enhance coverage
areas, local data
for Minnesota
farmers

The Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) is expanding
its Minnesota Ag Weather Net-
work (MAWN) with the launch of
three new weather stations span-
ning Southern Minnesota—a crit-
ical step in strengthening data
coverage for producers statewide.

This strategic expansion helps
MAWN move closer to its goal of
providing real-time, hyper-local
environmental data within a 20-

mile radius of all agricultural land
across the state. By closing cover-
age gaps, the network empowers
producers with more accurate,
site-specific information to guide
decisions about irrigation, crop
health, soil management, and wa-
ter conservation.

Two of the new stations are in
Southwest Minnesota, near Leota
and Luverne in Rock County, the
third i1s to the east, between Elk-
ton and Adams in Mower County.

“These stations give farmers ac-
cess to the weather data they’ve
been missing,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Thom Petersen.
“It’s about providing tools that
help producers protect their land,
use water wisely, and adapt quick-
ly to changing conditions.”

Each MAWN station captures a
wide range of real-time weather
and soil data critical to farming

REAL
CHALLENGES
REQUIRE REAL
SOLUTIONS.

Contact your local ag
drainage and survey team:

Sleepy Eye - (507) 810-4184
Fairmont - (507) 238-4738

BOLTON
& MENK

Real People. Real Solutions.

www.Bolton-Menk.com

operations:

* Rainfall

* Air temperature

* Wind speed and direction

* Dew point temperature

* Soil temperature (up to 7.5
feet deep)

* Soil moisture (up to 40 inches
deep)

* Solar radiation

* Snow depth and snow water
equivalent

In addition to raw data, the net-
work provides science-based deci-
sion tools, including:

* Daily estimated crop water
use

* Disease risk forecasts

* Irrigation scheduling recom-
mendations

* Runoff risk predictions

MAWN i1s integrated into
the North Dakota Agricultural
Weather Network (NDAWN) to
make all weather data and ag-
ronomic tools publicly available.
Minnesota-based data can be
accessed through the NDAWN
Inversion App, or online at the
North Dakota Ag Weather Net-

work and NDAWN Central Min-
nesota Weather Network.

In 2023, the MDA received $3
million from Minnesota’s Clean
Water Fund to significantly ex-
pand the MAWN network. This
funding supports the installation
of about 40 new weather stations
over three years in partnership
with weather station hosts, local
soil and water conservation dis-
tricts, the University of Minneso-
ta, and NDAWN. Nearly 20 new
stations were added this year.

The MDA mapped out critical
coverage areas for weather station
locations but relies upon landown-
ers willing to provide access to a
small area of land for site place-
ment. Landowners interested
in hosting a weather station can
learn more and complete the Min-
nesota Ag Weather Station Host
application at www.mda.state.
mn.us/weather-station-host.

To view real-time weather data
or learn more about the Minne-
sota Ag Weather Network, visit:
www.mda.state.mn.us/minneso-
ta-ag-weather-network.
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Metro

Ben Stoterau Photography

Land Experts Who Care As Much As You Do.

Since 1946, Hertz Farm Management, Inc. has been a trusted partner for
farmland owners. Combining local, personalized attention with proven
farmland real estate, rural appraisal, and farm management services,

Hertz helps you make confident, informed decisions.

Cﬁ]"eriz- 507-345-5263 « www.Hertz.ag
M B Farm Management, Inc. 151 St Andrews Ct, Ste #1310 Mankato MN

Crop Protection - Custom Application

CH-3058440

Now offering See & Spray targeted in crop spraying

507-276-3312
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4 I s Prioritize Safety for You & Your Team

Give Chris or Mark a call!

9507-359-4230

COURTLAND, MN
www.CourtlandWaste.com

WASTE HANDLING, INC.




